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Baseline No existing laws

Deadline of | June 2025

the step

Actual In recent years, Albania has made meaningful strides toward aligning its legislative and
results institutional frameworks with European Union standards in the areas of animal and plant

health. The 2024 European Commission Report on Albania acknowledges the country’s
continued efforts to bring veterinary, food safety, and phytosanitary policies in line with
the EU acquis, while also identifying areas where further progress is necessary.

Albania’s continued implementation of animal vaccination programs illustrates its
dedication to public and animal health protection. At the same time, important gaps
persist—particularly in enhancing surveillance systems, upgrading the animal register, and
ensuring full traceability of products of animal origin. In the food safety domain, the
National Residue Control Plan (NRCP) is in place and operational, but its scope and
screening methods still require refinement to meet EU standards.

In the plant health and phytosanitary sectors, Albania has initiated the development of a
risk-based pest monitoring plan for 2024, an important step in strengthening early detection
and control mechanisms. Nevertheless, a fuller approximation with EU legislation,
particularly on plant protection, food safety, and GMOs, is still needed. Parallel
improvements are also underway in food safety inspection, with the revitalization of the
AKU-net system by the National Food Authority, aimed at streamlining inspections and
reducing unnecessary bureaucracy.

In response to these evolving requirements, the Government of Albania has developed and
approved two cornerstone legislative acts: the Law on Animal Health and the Law on Plant
Health. These laws are designed not only to modernize the national legal framework but
also to ensure its full alignment with EU rules, thus supporting Albania’s European
integration path and improving access for Albanian agri-food products to EU and global
markets.

The Law on Plant Health was developed under the guidance of Ministerial Order No. 33,
dated 24 January 2024, and lays out a comprehensive framework for preventing and




controlling plant pests and diseases. It introduces strict provisions for the registration,
movement, and certification of plant and plant-based products, and clearly delineates the
responsibilities of authorities and operators. The law adopts a systematic approach to plant
protection, including surveillance, quarantine, eradication measures, and penalties for non-
compliance. It also mandates enhanced data management and transparency throughout the
plant health system. The legislation is harmonized with Regulation (EU) 2016/2031, which
has recently been amended by Regulation (EU) 2024/3115, providing a solid legal
foundation for Albania’s compliance with modern EU phytosanitary standards.

In parallel, the Law on Animal Health, drafted by a dedicated working group formed under
the same Ministerial Order, sets out the essential rules for the identification, registration,
movement, and disease control of animals, including non-commercial movement of
companion animals. It strengthens traceability, mandates national contingency planning,
and ensures a robust system for the surveillance and eradication of zoonotic and other
infectious animal diseases. The law aligns closely with Regulation (EU) 2016/429 on
transmissible animal diseases and provides Albania with a modern legislative tool for
veterinary governance, bio-security, and public health protection.

While both laws have been fully aligned with operational and implementation requirements
set by EU regulations, certain provisions, such as those that require direct application by
EU Member States or empower the European Commission to issue delegated acts, have
been partially approximated. This approach is consistent with Albania’s status as a
candidate country, allowing for necessary adaptations while ensuring the core obligations
for authorities and private operators remain fully harmonized with EU expectations.

The broader objective of these reforms is to support the internationalization of Albanian
agri-food businesses and the competitiveness of domestic production. By harmonizing
national legislation with the Eu's sanitary and phytosanitary framework, Albania is not only
enhancing the safety and quality of food products but also improving their acceptance in
foreign markets. These measures aim to support farmers, food producers, and exporters by
ensuring that their goods meet rigorous international standards. In doing so, Albania
strengthens its biosecurity framework, protects local ecosystems, and lays the groundwork
for a more resilient and sustainable agricultural sector.

Public consultation has also played a meaningful role in the development of both laws. In
accordance with Law No. 146/2014 “On Notification and Public Consultation,” both draft
laws were published online for consultation between 26 July and 23 August 2024.
Comments and suggestions received through the public platform were reviewed and taken
into account during the finalization of the laws. Publications on the platform for public
consultations:

o Projektligji “Pér shéndetin e biméve"

e Projektligji “Pér shéndetin e kafshéve"



https://www.konsultimipublik.gov.al/Konsultime/Detaje/768
https://www.konsultimipublik.gov.al/Konsultime/Detaje/767

Following these consultations, both draft laws were approved by the Council of Ministers,
confirming the Albanian Government’s commitment to advancing the EU integration
agenda through regulatory reform. Subsequently, the draft laws were submitted to the
European Commission for technical review. Feedback received from the Commission was
thoroughly analyzed and integrated into the final drafts, which were then presented to the
Albanian Parliament. The legislative process concluded with the adoption of both laws by
Parliament:

e The Law “On Plant Health” Law No0.40/2025, adopted on 26.06.2025.
e The Law “On Animal Health” Law 41/2025, adopted on 26.06.2025.

These legislative acts represent a significant milestone in Albania’s reform journey. They
demonstrate not only the country’s alignment with EU technical requirements but also its
strategic ambition to build a more competitive, sustainable, and internationally integrated
agricultural sector.

The following evidence is provided:

Evidence
provided The Law on Animal Health and the Law on Plant Health have been approved by the
Parliament of the Republic of Albania and have been submitted to the President of the
Republic for decretation. You will find the final version of approved laws in the
following links:
Plant Health law:
Qendra e Botimeve Zyrtare
Animal Health Law:
Qendra e Botimeve Zyrtare
The English translations of the laws and the respective tables of concordance are
attached as evidences to this report.
Checks The reporting institution confirms that the data presented in the individual step reports for
performed the implemented measures, within the framework of the RGF Instrument with a deadline
in the | of June 2025, as well as the supporting evidence/documents included in the report, are
verification | accurate and reliable, and duly justify the fulfilment of both qualitative and quantitative
of the step | steps.
?.n((jj.related It is confirmed that the internal control systems established within the reporting institution
indings

provide the necessary assurances regarding the prevention of fraud, corruption, conflict of
interest, and irregularities.



https://qbz.gov.al/eli/ligj/2025/06/26/40/ff46fbd5-6276-4cb2-b6e9-5bf9d2636e67
https://qbz.gov.al/eli/ligj/2025/06/26/41/cf2ca343-892a-4a5d-aa29-2765feb13c09

No irregularities have been identified so far by the internal audit system in relation to the
fulfillment of the steps presented in the individual reports under the implementation of the
measures of the RGF Instrument.

Compliance
with general
principles
and DNSH
principle

The implementation of the step does not contravene the general principles outlined in
Article 4 and Article 11(4) of Regulation (EU) 2024/1449 and Article 3 of the Facility
Agreement.

The implementation of the step does not contravene the ‘Do No Significant Harm’

(DNSH) principle.

Double
funding

IPA/2018/403-625 project “Support to Food Safety, Veterinary and Phytosanitary
Standards”, provided some support in the drafting of this legislation.The overall process
of consultation, drafting and approval of the Laws were ledby the Albanian institutions.
There is no double funding in support of the achievement of this step.

Clear
conclusion
on the
achievement
of the step

The step has been fully achieved (100%). The National Reform Agenda reform measure
1.1.6 has been implemented to the extent defined by the intermediary step 2 as of June 2025
(- Step 2 - The laws on Animal Health and on Plant Health are adopted and are subject to
EC compliance assessment on the alignment with the EU acquis)

The implementation of the Laws " on Animal Health” and “on Plant Health” are expected
to prevent and to control the spread of diseases and pests that could threaten animal health
and plant health populations, ensuring food security, public health, and environmental
sustainability.

Prospects of achieving the steps required for the next release of funds

No other steps are foreseen for the next release of funds.
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