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Development Partner Profile in Albania

I. General Data

BRIEF
HISTORICAL
DESCRIPTION
of BILATERAL
COOPERATION

The United Nations has supported Albania’s development since the early 1990s, following the
country’s democratic transition. Through its Cooperation Framework with the Government of
Albania, the UN works to align national priorities with the 2030 Agenda, through provision of
normative, convening, policy advocacy, leveraging, and capacity building functions. Its
engagement covers a wide range of areas, including human capital development, economic
development, governance, rule of law, human rights, gender equality, and environmental
sustainability. By coordinating efforts with national institutions, civil society, and development
partners, the UN helps to strengthen capacities, foster partnerships, and mobilize resources to
ensure that Albania advances in an integrated and inclusive manner towards achieving the SDGs.

Following a request from the Albanian Government to the UN, Albania was selected as one of
eight countries around the world to pilot UN efforts to Deliver as One UN in January 2007. Since
then, the UN continues to operate in Albania as a One UN model, under the coordination of the
Resident Coordinator Office (RCO), bringing together 19 specialized agencies, funds, and
programs. Through the years, assistance has focused in many areas, including but not limited to,
democratic governance, human rights and gender equality, social inclusion, environmental
sustainability, youth empowerment, economic growth, and disaster preparedness.

FRAMEWORK
AGREEMENT

Subsequent cooperation is governed under UN Sustainable Development Cooperation
Frameworks (UNSDCF), jointly endorsed by the Albanian Government and the UN.

The United Nations in Albania operates within the framework of legal agreements signed between
the Government of Albania and the United Nations system. The Standard Basic Assistance
Agreement (SBAA) between the Government of Albania and the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), signed on 17 June 1991, serves as the overarching legal framework for UN
operations in the country. However, not all UN agencies follow the UNDP SBAA. Specific UN
agencies operate under their own specific legal basis for cooperation in the country. (United
Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework 2022 — 2026, Annex E. pg. 90)

DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION
PROTOCOLS

The UN in Albania comprises around 19 agencies working under a unified approach to support
Albania’s SDG progress, EU integration, and national development priorities.

Since 2007, UN cooperation in Albania has evolved across three major frameworks:

One UN Programme (starting in 2007 as a pilot country),

UN Cooperation Framework 2012-2016

UN Cooperation Framework 2017-2021

UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) 2022-2026 -
approved by Council of Ministers in July 2021

o Albania SDG Acceleration Fund
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FINANCIAL
AGREEMENTS

The strategic and financial framework is defined by the following cooperation documents:

e UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) 2022-2026 —
approved by Council of Ministers in July 2021.

e Albania SDG Acceleration Fund - Established as a joint government—-UN pooled fund
aims to accelerate Albania’s progress toward the SDGs by 2030, with catalytic support
integrated into the national development and EU integration strategies.

e Signed project documents and/or Joint Work Plans.



https://albania.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/PRINT_Shtator_Eng_new_Updated_Albania%20CF%202022-2026%20OK_1.pdf
https://albania.un.org/sites/default/files/2021-10/PRINT_Shtator_Eng_new_Updated_Albania%20CF%202022-2026%20OK_1.pdf

INVESTMENT &
FINANCING
MECHANISMS

In Albania, the United Nations channels its financial support primarily through grants and pooled
funding mechanisms as follows:
e Programmatic grants
Joint programmes
Thematic and pooled funds
Vertical and Thematic Funds
Rapid Response and Emergency Funds

The UN operates with approximately 80% of its resources coming from earmarked partner
contributions, while only about 20% are core funds. Core funds cover basic organizational and
administrative costs, allowing for transparency, oversight, and accountability.

The Government of Albania has successfully established an effective governance system of the
One UN Programme.

- Joint Executive Committee (JEC): Provides strategic guidance, direction and reviews
Cooperation Framework performance. It is co-chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister and
the Resident Coordinator of the United Nations. The JEC is comprised of representatives
of partner ministries and the heads of UN system agencies. Representatives of other
government bodies and implementing partners may be invited by the co-chairs to attend
JEC meetings on an ad-hoc basis. It meets at least twice per year and may be convened
by the co-chairs as required and is supported by the UN RCO as Secretariat.

- Monitoring, reporting, evaluation, and learning (MEL) functions for the Cooperation
Framework are based upon the expected Cooperation Framework results and indicators
in the results framework. The JEC and UNCT are responsible for monitoring progress
toward Cooperation Framework results on the basis of regular monitoring and reporting
by outcome results groups using joint work plans (JWP) and the MEL plan (Source: Annex
A and B of the UNSDCF 2022-2026).

CURRENT
PORTFOLIO

UNSDCF framework 2022-2026: Total Committed Budget (2022-2026): $282 million USD
(counting UN core funds as well as the contributions from the partners). The core budget
represents 20% of the total annual budget, with the remaining financed through contributions from
development partners.

In total, the programme aims to deliver $282 million worth of technical assistance and
investments over five years, using core resources from the global UN system but also drawing on
local financial support from development partners and Government.

The total for the previous programmes has been:
e 108.9 mil USD (PoCSD 2017-2021)
e 123.9 mil USD (PoC 2012-2016)

Annual Commitment

e 21.6 mil USD (PoCSD 2017-2021)
e 248 mil USD (PoC 2012-2016)
e 368 mil USD (2024) - the UN system in Albania delivered through 19 UN agencies under
the UNSDCF framework; Disbursed UN Core Funds: $5 million.
(Source: SASPAC Database - UN input).

PRIORITY
SECTORS

The United Nations in Albania works in close partnership with the Government and development
partners to advance the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development around main priority sectors:

e Priority A: Human capital development & social inclusion

e Priority B: Sustainable, resilient and green economic growth and resource management

e Priority C: Effective, people-centred governance, rule of law, human rights and gender
equality



https://albania.un.org/en/292439-albania-progress-report-2024

PROGRAMME/
STRATEGY
WITH ALBANIA

UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) 2022—-2026) identifies four
outcomes for Albania, aligned with SDGs and EU integration objectives:

1. Outcome A: By 2026, there is increased and more equitable investment in people,
removing barriers and creating opportunities for those at risk of exclusion.

Alignment with SDGs: 1,2,3,4,5,10,11,16,17
Alignment with National Development Goals: 3
Alignment with EU Integration Chapters & Priority Areas: 19,23,24,26,28

2. Outcome B: By 2026, innovative and integrated policy solutions accelerate sustainable,
productive and inclusive economic development, enhancing climate change adaptation
and mitigation and transition to a green and blue economy.

Alignment with SDGs: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,15,16,17
Alignment with National Development Goals: 2,3
Alignment with EU Integration Chapters & Priority Areas: 2,11,12,19,20,23,24,25, 26,27

3. Outcome C1: By 2026, governance is more transparent and accountable, enabling people
to enjoy quality, inclusive services, enhanced rule of law and access to justice in line with
Albania’s human rights commitments.

Alignment with SDGs: 1,3,4,5,8,10,11,12,16,17
Alignment with National Development Goals: 1
Alignment with EU Integration Chapters & Priority Areas: 5,10,22, 23,24, 32

4. Outcome C2: By 2026, gender responsive governance strengthens equality and
non-discrimination, promotes women’s empowerment and human rights, and reduces
violence against women and children.

Alignment with SDGs: 4,5,8,11,16
Alignment with National Development Goals: 1,2,3
Alignment with EU Integration Chapters & Priority Areas: 5,10,22, 23,24, 32

And is underpinned by four cross-cutting principles that guide the design, implementation, and
monitoring of all UN interventions in Albania:

e Gender Equality — ensuring equal opportunities, rights, and representation for women,
men, girls, and boys, while addressing systemic gender gaps.

¢ Leave No One Behind (LNOB) — prioritizing the needs of the most vulnerable groups,
including minorities, marginalized communities, and people at risk of exclusion.

e Climate Resilience — mainstreaming environmental sustainability, adaptation, and
mitigation measures across all areas of work, in line with Albania’s commitments to the
Paris Agreement and SDGs.

o Digital Transformation — leveraging innovation and digital solutions to improve
governance, service delivery, economic opportunities, and social inclusion.

In terms of Sustainable Development Goals, Albania has shown significant dedication to the
2030 Agenda, with marked progress across various sectors. The 2018 Voluntary National Review
(VNR) demonstrated alignment of 79% of all SDG targets and 59% of gender equality targets
(SDG 5) with national policy objectives. Since then, the UN has aided Albania with technical
advice, data support, and coordination in national planning, budgeting, and reporting. A landmark
development was the adoption of the National Strategy for Development and European Integration
(NSDEI) 2022-2030, formally adopted in 2023, which ties the SDGs closely with EU accession
milestones. The UN has also supported the creation of a National Roadmap for SDG Acceleration.




Efforts to mainstream SDGs include gender-responsive budgeting, improved data usage,
digitalization of social protection systems, and pilot projects involving Al for SDG policy analysis.

Albania’s steady improvements are also clearly reflected in its Sustainable Development Report
2024 performance, where it climbed 12 ranks to 42nd place globally, with a score of 75/100. This
builds on cumulative gains over three years and highlights strong achievements in poverty
reduction (SDG 1), health (SDG 3), education (SDG 4), responsible consumption (SDG 12), and
climate action (SDG 13). However, challenges remain in food security (SDG 2), gender equality
(SDG 5), innovation (SDG 9), and marine life protection (SDG 14). Persistent issues such as
corruption and illicit financial practices threaten development progress despite improvements in
the Corruption Perceptions Index ranking. Structural inclusion barriers also affect vulnerable
groups like women, youth, persons with disabilities, and rural populations. Albania has yet to
submit a new VNR since 2018, with plans for a report in 2026, underscoring the need for sustained
accountability. The UN will continue to support Albania in integrating SDGs through governance
enhancement, digital transformation, and innovative approaches including Al-driven public
services and development monitoring.

Current

AREAS OF
BILATERAL
COOPERATION:
PROGRAMMES
AND PROJECTS

Biennial Joint Work Plans (JWP) are developed conjointly with programme partners for each
outcome. The JWPs reflect planned cooperation outputs, all major UN system-supported activities
delivered jointly or by individual agencies, resources that are required and available as well

as funding gaps. During the annual review and reporting exercises, JWPs are reviewed and
adjusted to respond to new and emerging priorities.

The UN Sustainable Development Group Data Portal showcases information on UN Albania work
with data drawn from UN INFO, a digital platform managed by the UN Development
Coordination Office (DCO) that provides an overview of country programmes and projects as well
as progress and performance information related to the Cooperation Framework outcomes, outputs
and indicators.

KEY
BENEFITIARIES
(SUPPORTED
GOVERNMENT
INSTITUTIONS)

Line ministries:

Ministry of Health and Social Protection
Ministry of Justice

Ministry of Economy, Culture and Innovation
Ministry of Education and Sports

Ministry of Tourism and Environment
Ministry of Finance

Ministry of Interior

Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs
Ministry of Infrastructure and Energy

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
Ministry of State for Youth and Children
Minister of State for Public Administration and Anti-Corruption
Minister of Defense

Minister of State for Entrepreneurship Protection
Minister of State for Parliament Relations
Minister of State and Chief Negotiator

Minister of State for Local Government

Other relevant line government institutions:

e Central Election Commission
The National Agency for Employment and Skills
Institute of Statistics
Parliament of Albania
People’s Advocate (Ombudsperson)
Commissioner for Protection from Discrimination
National Agency for Civil Protection
Other...



https://uninfo.org/v2/location/220/programming/overview

PARTNERSHIP
WITH THE EU

While the United Nations and the European Union (EU) do not operate under a single bilateral
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) specific to Albania, their partnership is governed by
global and regional strategic frameworks, including:

UN-EU Strategic Partnership on Peace Operations and Crisis Management
(2018).

EU-UN Partnership Framework on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development

Financial and Administrative Framework Agreement (FAFA) between the
European Commission and the United Nations (signed in 2003, amended in 2014)

These instruments enable co-financing of joint programs, alignment of monitoring and
evaluation systems, and harmonization of reporting requirements. In Albania, the
partnership is highly operational and contributes to EU accession priorities and emphasizes
complementarity, joint assessments, and shared progress monitoring on SDGs and EU Chapter 2
3/24 reforms. Below is presented a list of latest EU — UN implemented projects in Albania:

No
1
2

(o]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

Project Title (IPA 111 2020-2027) Timeframe Implemented by
EU4Forest 2025-2028 UNDP
EU4Justrice: Support to the Rule of Law through digital = 2024 - 2028 UNOPS
transformation: Advancing Case Management and
Business Intelligence capabilities in Albania
EU4Nature: Support Albania in achieving Natura2000 2023 - 2028 UNDP
standards and protect biodiversity in Protected Areas
Employment and Social Affairs Platform (ESAP 111) 2024-2028 RCC, ILO
EUAGE/Gender Equality Facility (GEF) 2024 to 2027 UN Women
2021 to 2023 UN Women,
UNFPA
Joint Action Promoting Rule of Law and Good 2024-2027 UNODC
Governance through targeted Border Control Measures 2020 - 2023
at Ports and Airports in South-Eastern Europe
Digital Agriculture and Rural Transformation in Albania 2024 - 2027 FAOQ, ILO, ITU
(DART) - Joint SDG Fund
EU4Culture 2020 - 2026 UNOPS
Building Trust in Media in Southeast Europe: Supportto = 2023 - 2026 UNESCO
Journalism as a Public Good
Culture and Creativity for the Western Balkans 2022 - 2026 UNESCO
(CC4wWB)
Enhancing Local Social Care Services partnerships with =~ 2024 - 2026 UNICEF
citizens and toward EU Standards
Youth guarantee (policy) 2024-2025 UNICEF,
UNDP, ILO
The EU for Labour Market Inclusion (EU4LMI) 2024-2025 UNDP
EU4Youth 2024-2025 UNDP, UNICEF
Strengthening health systems resilience in the Western 2021 - 2025 WHO
Balkans
The Roadmap for Health and Well-being in the Western = 2021 - 2025 WHO
Balkans
EU4SocialCare 2024-2025 UNICEF
Strengthen national and local systems to support the 2020 - 2024 UNDP
effective socio-economic integration of returnees in the
Western Balkans
EU4Schools 2020 - 2021 UNDP
2020 - 2024
STARS3 — Sustaining and Advancing Local Governance 2021 - 2023 UNDP
Reform
Regional Programme on Local Democracy in the 2017 - 2020 UNDP
Western Balkans (ReLOaD)
Economic and Social Empowerment for Roma and 2015 - 2019 UNDP

Egyptians — a booster for Social Inclusion




22 | EUA4Migration in Albania 2025 - 2028 IOM, UNHCR

PARTNERSHIP
WITH THE
DEVELOPMENT
PARTNERS

The United Nations maintains a strong track record of collaboration with bilateral and multilateral
partners in Albania, leveraging shared goals, joint programming, and pooled resources to
maximize development impact and support EU integration.

Key Development Partners

1. World Bank (WB): The WB is the second largest financier, critical for economic growth and
governance reforms, focusing on poverty eradication, sustainable resource management, and
inclusive development

Strategic Focus: Economic resilience, public finance, institutional reform.
Impact: Strengthened government capacity for SDG-aligned fiscal planning and budgeting and
structural reforms, targeting vulnerable demographics.

2. United States (USA): The USA is another bilateral contributor to the Cooperation
Framework, focusing on governance, rule of law, human rights, social inclusion and economic
development.

Strategic Focus: Governance reform, human rights protection, social safeguards.
Impact: Enhanced demacratic institutions and access to services through reinforced rule of law
institutions and protection mechanisms for vulnerable populations.

3. Sweden: Sweden is a key donor focusing on gender equality, social inclusion, youth
empowerment, and sustainable development committing to leaving no one behind.

Strategic Focus: Gender equality, youth empowerment, inclusive socio-economic development.
Impact: Advanced gender-responsive social protection systems, youth empowerment and
equitable private enterprise frameworks, promoting inclusive growth.

4. Switzerland: Switzerland is a notable donor focusing on governance, economic development,
social inclusion and environmental sustainability. The Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation (SDC) plans to phase out its development programs in Albania by the end of
2028, as part of broader budget cuts

Strategic Focus: Governance, local civic engagement, economic inclusion.
Impact: Enabled decentralized civic participation and reinforced inclusive governance
mechanisms.

5. Italy: Italy is a key bilateral donor focusing on sustainable development, gender equality, and
cultural heritage preservation, biodiversity, and sustainable tourism.

Strategic Focus: Environmental sustainability, cultural heritage, gender equality.
Impact: Contributed to sustainable tourism strategies, biodiversity conservation, and gender-
responsive governance programming through women’s empowerment.

6. Austria: Austria is a notable donor with a focus on social protection, gender equality, and
environmental sustainability.

Strategic Focus: Social inclusion, gender equality, environmental sustainability, and EU
integration.

Impact: Strengthen institutional capacities at national and local levels, promoting equitable access
to services and advancing Albania’s EU integration agenda.




7. The Netherlands: Netherlands contributes to UN programs in Albania with a focus on social
inclusion, job creation, and sustainable development.

Strategic Focus: Social protection, inclusive economic growth, youth employment, and
migration, management.

Impact: Advanced social protection and youth employment initiatives, fostering inclusive
economic growth, supporting innovative financing and policy reforms.

8. United Kingdom: The UK supports UN initiatives in Albania with a focus on strengthening
governance, promoting the rule of law, and advancing social inclusion with an emphasis in
institutional capacity building, gender equality, and youth empowerment.

Strategic Focus: Governance reform, rule of law, social inclusion, and EU integration.

Impact: Enhanced governance structures and social inclusion, particularly for marginalized
groups, supporting the improvement of policy frameworks and institutional capacities by fostering
sustainable development and resilience.

A separate section on regionally UN implemented projects, which are catalytic to achieving
results and fostering exchanges across the region is presented in Annex 1.

Coordination Mechanisms

UN engagement with development partners is formalized and structured through the:

o Joint Executive Committee which ensures ongoing alignment and coordination between
Cooperation Framework results and national and sector programmes overseen by the
Integrated Planning and Management Groups (IPMGs).

e Qutcome Results Groups (OG) which serve as an operational coordination mechanism to
deliver and monitor Cooperation Framework results. Using joint work plans (JWP), they
coordinate and monitor the implementation of development activities, the achievement of
planned Cooperation Framework outputs, and the contribution to Cooperation Framework
outcomes and national priorities and related SDGs and targets. OGs liaise, as needed, with
existing country sector or thematic coordination bodies, including IPMGs. Outcome
Groups are co-led by the heads of UN system agencies. OGs are inclusive of all UN
system agencies contributing to the outcome, regardless of their physical location. OGs
meet at least twice per year or as required.

o SDG Acceleration Fund (pooled fund administered by the UN MPTF Office) is the main
coordination mechanisms to support integrated and coherent resource mobilization and
joint cooperation efforts derived from the Cooperation Framework Joint Work Plans and
in alignment with national priorities.

Comments /
Issues reported
by development
partner

I1. Financial Data

The UN Country Team in Albania reports its programmatic interventions under the UN INFO reporting
platform, which provides an up-to-date, comprehensive and the most reliable overview of UN projects’
financial data and contributing partners collaborating with the UN Albania Country Team.



https://uninfo.org/
https://uninfo.org/v2/location/220/programming/analysis/contributing-partners

Note: UN entities self-report as contributing partners when utilizing core resources. This does not
indicate self-financing; rather, it signifies funding provided by Member States that are part of their
regular resources, assessed or voluntary core contributions, which are not earmarked for specific
programmatic interventions.

Annex 1: List of regional UN implemented projects

S Fet Implementin
2026 Programme Duration P 9 Key Focus
Partners
Outcomes
. Roadmap for Health and Well-being WHO/Europe, CEI, | Strengthening health systems and
(H)S:T?g?g;' ital in the Western Balkans 2021-2025 RCC, SEEHN investments in critical areas
Develo mepnt Strengthening Health Systems 2021-2023 (extended WHO Enhancing essential health
P Resilience in the Western Balkans until June 2025) services and increasing resilience
Climate Prooﬁlng for Sustainable 2023-2027 UNEP Intggratmg (.:I|.mate resilience into
Development in the Western Balkans national policies
Experience Exchange: Central Asia & Transposing climate-informed
Western Balkans on Climate & 2024-2025 UNEP biodiversity conservation
Biodiversity strategies
. Subregional Intergovernmental . Advancing biodiversity protection
gﬁ\fgﬁ;éht Partnerships for Green Agenda 2025-2026 UNEP, IUCN (Pillar V of Green Agenda)

. ’ . , Eliminating mercury-containing
Climate Phaglng out Mercury Measuring 2024-2028 UNEP, WHO devices to reduce environmental
Change Devices in Healthcare impact

- Strengthening cultural and
(B:;:tk‘gﬁsa”d Creativity for Western | 5325006 EU, UNESCO creative sectors for socio-
economic impact
Employment and Social Affairs 2024-2028 ILO, RCC Promptmg fair and well-
Platform functioning labour markets
. : UNDP, UNFPA, UN | Countering divisive narratives and
Youth 4 Inclusion, Equality & Trust 2024-2026 Women, UNESCO | hate speech
. Supporting transparent public
(LF‘{’g"E'ODa%”;?"racy in Westem Balkans | »51_o005 UNDP funding for Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs)
Western Balkans Joint Actions Strengthening protection efforts
. . . 2021-2025 IOM . ; -
against Smuggling of Migrants against smuggling and trafficking
Improving Reintegration Outcomes Mapping reintegration services in
proving reinteg 2024-2025 IoM Albania, Brazil, China, India and
for Survivors of Modern Slavery Pakistan
83:/%?;“;; Western Balkan Integrated Border Onaoin IOM Enhancing border management
: Management Facility going and security
Rule of Law, — . —
. Western Balkan Readmission . Strengthening migration
Human Rights . s " Ongoing IOM .
Capacity Building Facility management and cooperation
EU Regional Support to Protection- Imoroving miaration bolicies and
Sensitive Migration Management Ongoing IOM iproving mig P
crisis response
Systems — Phase |lI
Addressing Mixed Migration Flows in . Supporting migrant response and
the Western Balkans Ongoing oM data collection
Knowledge for Reform Action in the . .
Western Balkans programme Ongoing UNOPS Support of EU accession process
Strengthenlng Socio-Economic 2020-2024 UNDP Supporting reintegration policies
Integration of Returnees for returnees
Outcome 4: Transformative Financing for Gender | 2020-2024 (extended UN Women Integrating gender equality into
Gender- Equality until June 2025) national policies and budgeting
Responsive Making Every Woman and Girl Count » Enhancing gender data
Governance in Europe & Central Asia — Phase I 2022-2025 UN Women production and use




CONTACT INFORMATION

United Nations Albania — UN Resident Coordinator’s Office
United Nations House

Rr. Skénderbej, No. 6
Tirana, Albania

Rs Phone: +355 (4) 2276600
>J Email: RCS-RCOfficeAlbania@un.org
@ Website: https://albania.un.org

& Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UnitedNationsAlbania
Twitter: https://twitter.com/UN_Albania
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