UNDP ALBANIA

Development Partner Profile in Albania

BRIEF
HISTORICAL
DESCRIPTION
of BILATERAL
COOPERATION

UNDP works in about 170 countries and territories, helping to eradicate poverty, reduce
inequalities and exclusion, and build resilience so countries can sustain progress. As the
UN’s development agency, UNDP plays a critical role in helping countries achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals.

UNDP began its operations in Albania in 1991. UNDP was the first UN agency to
establish a presence in the country.

UNDP Albania works at the forefront of sustainable development, partnering with
national institutions, civil society, the private sector, and development partners to
address the country’s most complex and interconnected challenges.

UNDP is a member of the United Nations Country Team in Albania and is part of a
single, coherent plan for all 19 UN agencies, funds and programmes titled: Albania-
United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) 2022-
2026 which combines the expertise of diverse UN Agencies, working together to
contribute to Albania’s development priorities.

UNDP Programe is well aligned and reflects Albania’s development priorities
articulated in the National Strategy for Development and Integration as well as in

the Albania-United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework 2022-
2026.

UNDP’s Programme is well aligned with UNDP Global Strategic Plan and contributed
towards the European Union Accession Agenda through several European Union acquis
chapters. The Programme contributes to the achievement of several Sustainable
Development Goals.
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o Standard Basic Framework Agreement (pdf)
e Country Programme Document for Albania (2022-2026)
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UNDP assists the country in the three main areas of the Cooperation Framework:
e Human capital development and social inclusion
e Sustainable, resilient and green economic growth and resource management
e Effective, people-centred governance, human rights, rule of law and gender
equality
PRIORITY e Social Inclusion
SECTORS e Access to Justice
e Employment and Skills
e Public services
e Environment and nature protection
e Gender equality and fight against gender-based violence
e Support to businesses
e Education Infrastructure
e Youth empowerment
e Strengthening local democracy
e Support to civil society
o Disaster risk preparedness and management
PROGRAMME/
STRATEGY Country Programme Document for Albania (2022-2026)
WITH
ALBANIA
Current
AREAS OF 1. Advancing Social Inclusion and Equity
BILATERAL A society can only thrive when every person—regardless of background, gender, or

COOPERATION

PROGRAMMES
AND PROJECTS

circumstance—has equal access to opportunity. Yet in Albania, deep-rooted inequalities
persist, leaving marginalized groups, including women, children, persons with
disabilities, and ethnic minorities, at risk of exclusion from essential services, justice,
and education. UNDP Albania works to dismantle these barriers, advancing SDG 10 and
supporting key priorities of the EU Accession Agenda, particularly fundamental rights
and the rule of law. By strengthening social protection, justice, and education systems,
we ensure that development leaves no one behind.

Projects:
e Leave No One Behind
Expanding Free Legal Aid Services for Women and Men
Ending violence Against Women
EU4Schools
ReLOaD-Regional Programme on Local Democracy in the Western Balkans.
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2. Driving Inclusive Economic Growth and Employment
Economic growth alone is not enough to ensure prosperity for all. In Albania, despite
macroeconomic progress, persistent inequalities leave many behind—particularly youth,
women, and marginalized communities—who face systemic barriers to employment,
skills mismatches, and limited opportunities. Without inclusive pathways to decent
work, entire segments of society risk being excluded from the country’s development
trajectory. UNDP Albania works to bridge these gaps, advancing SDG 8 (Decent Work
and Economic Growth) and aligning with EU Cluster 3 on competitiveness and inclusive
growth. Our interventions focus on equipping people with future-ready skills, fostering
entrepreneurship, and strengthening labour market systems so that no one is left behind.

Projects:

e EU4Youth

e Lifelong Empowerment and Protection

e Skills Development for Employment

e Business Partnerships and Solutions for SDGs
Economic Recovery and Resilience Programme
Youth 4 Inclusion Equality and Trust/Y4IET
e EU for Labour Market Inclusion

3. Safeguarding the Environment and Building Climate Resilience

Climate change and biodiversity loss are not distant threats—they are reshaping Albania’s
future today. As one of Europe’s most biodiverse countries, Albania faces rising
temperatures, extreme weather, and ecosystem degradation, putting communities,
economies, and natural heritage at risk. UNDP Albania stands at the intersection of crisis
and opportunity, working to safeguard the country’s unparalleled landscapes while
ensuring they remain engines of sustainable growth. Aligned with several SDGs and the
EU Green Agenda, we bridge policy and practice—helping Albania meet its Natura 2000
commitments, scale climate adaptation, and build resilience from the ground up. From
flood-prone areas to protected forests, UNDP tackles environmental challenges through
innovation, partnerships, and systemic change. We empower communities with cutting-
edge tools, strengthen governance frameworks, and pilot nature-based solutions that
protect both people and ecosystems. Our work focuses on three pillars: climate
resilience—helping Albania adapt through science-backed planning and disaster
preparedness; biodiversity protection—expanding conservation efforts while supporting
green livelihoods; and policy and finance—mobilizing investments and aligning laws and
enforcement with EU standards.

Projects:
e EU4Nature
Integrated Climate-Resilent Flood Risk
Climate Promise 2.0
Adaptation Plans
Resilience Strengthening in Albania (RESEAL)




4. Governance and Rule of Law: Strengthening Institutions, Empowering
Citizens

Effective governance and the rule of law are fundamental to Albania’s democratic
progress and EU integration. Yet challenges persist—from uneven public service delivery
to gaps in institutional transparency. UNDP Albania works to build accountable, citizen-
centered governance, advancing SDG 16. By strengthening local governments, enhancing
public safety, and amplifying citizen voices, we help create systems that serve all
Albanians fairly and efficiently.

Projects:
e Firefighting Capacity Building Programme
SALW Control Project

KEY
BENEFITIARIE
S (SUPPORTED
GOVERNMENT
INSTITUTIONS)

Ministry of Health and Social Welfare

Ministry of Environment

Ministry of Interior

Ministry of Economy and Innovation

Ministry of Justice

Ministry of Education

Minister of State for Public Administration and Anticorruption
Ministry of Infrastructure and Energy

Ministry of Finance

Ministry of Tourism and Culture and Sports
Ministry of Defense

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
Ministry of State for Local Government
National Agency of Employment and Skills
National Civil Protection Agency

National Agency of Protected Areas

All Municipalities

Justice and Human Rights Institutions

PARTNERSHIP
WITH THE EU

Among its closest and most strategic allies, the European Union stands out as UNDP
Albania’s key partner. Their collaboration is anchored in a shared vision: to accelerate
Albania’s transformation into a modern, equitable, and resilient country within the
European family. Through multi-year programmes and targeted funding, the EU
supports UNDP in implementing interventions that empower citizens, promote
inclusion, and drive systemic reform across sectors.

EU-funded Projects:
e EU for Schools
e EU for Youth
e EU for Labour Market Inclusion
e EU for Nature
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e Regional Programme on Local Democracy in the Western
Balkans.(RELOAD)

PARTNERSHIP
WITH THE
DEVELOPMEN
T PARTNERS

The United Nations Development Programme in Albania is delivering transformative
impact by working hand-in-hand with a powerful network of international

partners and the private sector. These collaborations are built on trust, shared vision, and
long-term commitment to Albania’s development journey. The contributions of our
partners are not simply financial—they are strategic investments in people, institutions,
planet and inclusive progress that leave no one behind.

Our achievements are made possible through enduring partnerships—with the
Government of Albania, the European Union, Sweden, Austria,

Switzerland, Joint SDG Fund, SDG Acceleration Fund, Global Environment Fund,
Green Climate Fund, Adaptation Fund, Peacebuilding Fund, Government of
Croatia, Germany, Netherlands, France, Norway, Portugal, Denmark, United
Kingdom, Japan, South Korea, ABI Bank. Their trust and collaboration have
multiplied our impact and extended our reach.

At the national level, the Government of Albania is in the driver’s seat of the country’s
development agenda, co-financing and co-leading many interventions—demonstrating
strong ownership and commitment to enhancing municipal service delivery and
strengthening community resilience.

UNDP's partnerships with academia and civil society are vital as they bridge research
and grassroots action to ensure development solutions are both innovative and inclusive

Alongside public leadership, the private sector remains a vital partner in advancing our
programme goals. Through strategic collaborations, innovation, and investment, private
sector actors contribute not only resources but also expertise and agility that help scale

solutions and drive sustainable impact across communities.
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