COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Development Partner Profile in Albania

I. General Data

BRIEF
HISTORICAL
DESCRIPTION

Albania became member of the Council of Europe on 13 July 1995. Following its accession,
a Council of Europe presence headed by the Special Representative of the Secretary General
of the Council of Europe (SRSG) was established in Albania, succeeded, in June 2003, by
the establishment of the Information Office of the Council of Europe.

Since January 2011, a Council of Europe Office in Tirana is set up as the institutional form
of co-operation.

The Council of Europe Office in Tirana implements cooperation programmes in Albania,
ensures effective co-ordination between the Council of Europe Directorates General at
Headquarters in Strasbourg and national stakeholders and facilitates contacts with
international partners on the ground.

FRAMEWORK
AGREEMENT

In January 2011, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Council of
Europe and the Albanian Government on the establishment of a Council of Europe Office in
Tirana as a new institutional form of co-operation, replacing the previous Information Office.
It was based on Resolution 5 (2010) on the Status of Council of Europe Offices, adopted by
the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers in July 2010, and the 1961 Vienna Convention
on Diplomatic Relations.

DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION
PROTOCOLS

Albania has been a member of the Council of Europe since 1995.

Cooperation with the Council of Europe is framed by:

e Council of Europe conventions ratified by Albania (e.g. European Convention on
Human Rights, Istanbul Convention, etc.).

e Recommendations of monitoring bodies of the Council of Europe.

e Horizontal Facility for the Western Balkans and Turkiye (Horizontal Facility IlI,
2023-2026), a joint EU/Council of Europe programme supporting justice reform,
anti-corruption, and fundamental rights.

o Bilateral cooperation programmes funded by Council of Europe member states.

FINANCIAL
AGREEMENTS

Financial agreements typically take the form of project agreements and contracts with the
Council of Europe.

INVESTMENT &

Type of Assistance: technical assistance and capacity-building.

Funding Sources: Joint EU/Council of Europe initiatives (e.g. the Horizontal Facility for

ﬂgggﬁ;fgms the Western Balkans and Turkiye, funded under EU IPA I11), voluntary contributions from
member states, and Council of Europe’s resources.
Projects are funded mainly through joint programmes with the European Union or with
voluntary contributions from member states.

CURRENT Council of Europe Actions and Projects are funded from multiple sources which include

PORTOFOLIO voluntary contributions from donor countries and international organisations (mainly the
EV).

PROGRAMME/ o Strengthen the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

STRATEGY e Advance the rule of law through judiciary reforms, anti-corruption measures, and

WITH ALBANIA

improved access to justice.

e Support democratic governance, local democracy, electoral reform, and inclusive
policymaking.

e Promote freedom of expression, media standards, and protection of journalists.

e Enhance education, youth participation, and anti-discrimination policies in line with
European standards.
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PRIORITY
SECTORS

The Council of Europe cooperation programmes are designed in close coordination with the
Albanian authorities, around the following key sectors:

e Rule of Law and Judiciary Reform - independence, accountability, and
efficiency of justice institutions.

e Fighting Corruption, economic crime and organized crime, Promoting Good
Governance — implementation of GRECO and MONEYVAL recommendations;
strengthening oversight institutions and supporting public administration reform.

e Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms — protection of minorities, gender
equality, fight against discrimination, Roma inclusion.

e Freedom of Expression and Media (Information Society) — legal framework for
media, safety of journalists, freedom of expression, countering hate speech.

e Education, Youth, and Civil Society — youth empowerment, inclusive education,
demaocratic citizenship.

o Democratic Governance and Participation — support to decentralization, electoral
reforms, and citizen participation.

Current AREAS
OF BILATERAL
COOPERATION:
PROGRAMMES
AND PROJECTS

The Council of Europe has implemented numerous projects in Albania, primarily through
the Joint EU/Council of Europe Horizontal Facility for the Western Balkans and Turkiye
(currently in Phase 111, 2023-2026), focusing on strengthening the rule of law, democracy,
and human rights.

At present, the Council of Europe Office in Tirana implements 14 country-specific projects,
funded by EU (six under Horizontal Facility Il and two Joint Programmes), Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency, (one), Human Rights Trust Fund (one),
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (one), Swiss Confederation/State
Secretariat for Economic Affairs (one) and Federal Republic of Germany (two).

The Horizontal Facility - a cooperation framework of the Council of Europe and the
European Union aiming at supporting the Western Balkans and Turkiye to comply with
European standards, focuses the following areas: 1) strengthening justice; 2) fighting
corruption, economic crime and money laundering; 3) promoting anti-discrimination and
protection of the rights of vulnerable groups (including LGBTI, minorities and Roma); and
4) promoting and protecting freedom of expression and media.

The other projects focus on:
e Electoral assistance and integrity.
Media freedom and dialogue.
Right to liberty and security.
Democratic citizenship education.
Anti-corruption, anti-money laundering and assets recovery.
Local governance.

Albania also benefits from several regional programmes, such as EU/Council of Europe
Roma Integration Il and initiatives funded under HF II1.

For additional information: Programmes - Council of Europe Office in Tirana.

KEY
BENEFITIARIES
(SUPPORTED
INSTITUTIONS)

Since the establishment of its presence in Albania, the Council of Europe has given
continuous assistance to the Albanian institutions in the context of building and strengthening
democracy and rule of law.

Key beneficiaries include:

e Line Ministries: Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Education and
Sports, Ministry of Health and Social Protection, Ministry of Economy, Culture and
Innovation, Ministry of Finance, Minister of State for Anti-Corruption and Public
Administration, Minister of State for Local Governance, etc.

e Agencies and Government Institutions: Department of Public Administration,
Albanian School of Public Administration, Agency for the Support of the Local
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Self Governance, Agency for the Treatment of Property, the State's Cadastre
Agency, General Directorate of State Police, School of Magistrates, Financial
Intelligence Agency, Academy of Security, Directorate General for Prison
Administration.

¢ Independent Institutions: Ombudsperson, High Judicial Council, High Prosecutorial
Council, SPAK, High Inspectorate of Declaration and Audit of Assets and Conflict of
Interest, State Advocate, Central Election Commission, High Court, Constitutional
Court, regular courts, Commissioner for the Oversight of Civil Service, Audio-Visual
Media Authority.

e Local Government Units.

e Civil Society Organisations.

PARTNERSHIP
WITH THE EU

The EU is the main financial partner through joint programmes under IPA 11l and the
EU/Council of Europe Horizontal Facility (currently in Phase 111, 2023-2026).

Through the Horizontal Facility, the European Union and the Council of Europe assist
Albania to comply with Council of Europe standards and European Union acquis in the
framework of the enlargement process. The Horizontal Facility relies on the Council of
Europe’s unique working methods, whereby tailor-made technical co-operation activities are
based on conclusions and recommendations of the Council of Europe’s monitoring bodies,
highlighting areas where improvements are needed in legislation and policies of the
beneficiaries to comply with the Organisation’s treaties and other standards.

PARTNERSHIP
WITH THE
DEVELOPMENT
PARTNERS

The Council of Europe actively collaborates with a wide range of development partners in
Albania to ensure complementarity, avoid duplication, and enhance the effectiveness of its
support:

e OSCE and UN Agencies —close collaboration in governance, public administration
reform, anti-corruption, human rights, anti-discrimination, etc.

o Bilateral Donors (e.g., Germany, Sweden, Switzerland and others) — joint
initiatives in justice reform, anti-corruption, public administration reform, local
governance, and civil society support.

e International Financial Institutions (World Bank, EBRD, etc.) — cooperation
primarily focused on mainstreaming human rights and governance standards into
sectoral projects.

Legal Basis: The legal basis for cooperation with development partners derives from:

e Council of Europe Statute (1949) and Albania’s membership obligations since
1995.

e Council of Europe Conventions and Monitoring Mechanisms (e.g., GRECO,
Venice Commission, ECHR, Istanbul Convention, among others), which form the
normative basis for coordinated action with other development partners.

e Frameworks for Joint Implementation — memoranda and financing agreements
with the EU and other donors, as well as coordination under policy and donor
coordination platforms.

Comments /
Issues reported
by development
partner
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Il. Financial Data

GRANTS LOANS TOTAL
(=8]39) (EUR) (EUR)

Total Committed Funding N/A N/A N/A
Total Disbursed Funds N/A N/A N/A
Total Commitment according to N/A N/A N/A
last program/protocol/strategy
Annual Committed Funds N/A N/A N/A
Annual Disbursed Funds N/A N/A N/A
Unused funds according to last N/A N/A N/A
program/protocol/strategy
Annual Financing according to N/A N/A N/A
grant/ loan

*Note: Annual contribution is an average of the committed funds by Council of Europe
for Albania for one year. In general there are donors which committed an average
amount of funds for one year.



No

I11. Projects

ONGOING PROJECTS

Project

Sector

Financial

Contribution

(EUR)

Type of
Financing

Implementing
Partner(s)

Timeframe

Improving the

protection of the

right to property

and facilitating Council of Januari/ 2023

1  execution of €900 000 EU/Council of Europe December
ECtHR Europe Agreement P
. . 2026
judgments in Rule of law
Albania (D- and human
REX) rights
Actions against Rule of law EU/Council of Council of Januarzl 2023

2 Economic Crime d qood €895 000 Europe b
in Albania and goo Agreement Europe December

governance 2026
Strengthening the
Efficiency and EU/Council of Council of Januari/ 2023

3 Quality of Justice € 856 000 Europe Europe December
in Albania (SEJ Agreement P 2026
V) Rule of Law
Advancing the . January 2023
Protection from Rule of law EU/Council of Council of -

4 A €850 000 Europe
Discrimination in ~ and human Aareement Europe December
Albania rights g 2026
Enhancing the
Protection of EU/Council of Council of Januarz/ 2023

5 Human Rights of  Rule of law €850 000 Europe

. . Europe December
Prisoners in and human Agreement
) . 2026
Albania rights
Protecting
Freedon_1 of EU/Council of . January 2023

6 Expression and Democracy, € 465 000 Europe Council of -
of the Media in rule of law Agreement Europe December
Albania (PRO-  and human g 2026
FREX-A) rights
Promoting
Freedom of Democracy, EU/Council of . January 2023

. Council of -

8  Expressionin rule of law €167 000 Europe
X Europe December

Albania through and human Agreement

. . 2026
Open Dialogue rights
Strengthening
Democratic . December

9 Citizenship Democracy €2 259 699 C?)\:\\:[rzig)ufi’zlm Cg:,?g”eOf 2019 -
Education in and human P May 2026
Albania rights
Strengthening Democracy, October 2024
Elections rule of law GERMANY Council of -

10 Integrity in and good €500 000 Contribution Europe September
Albania governance 2026
Advancing local €800 000 .

11 governance and Democracy,  (secured 150 TBC Council of July 2025 -

S Europe June 2027
civic engagement  rule of law 000)




Financial

Type of

Implementing

\[o) Project Sector Contribution . . Timeframe
Financing Partner(s)
through and good
institutional governance
reform in
Albania
Enhancing public
sector resilience Rule of law SDC Council of July 2025 —
- € 1754 386 o December
against and good Contribution Europe 2027
corruption governance
Democracy, .
Supporttothe = Lo ot Jaw EU/Council of Council of  July 2025
Electoral Cycle €2223000 Europe
. . and good Europe June 2028
in Albania Agreement
governance
Swiss
. Confederation/State
%%l;l]r;termg Secretariat for Council of September
laun dgrin in €1177778 Economic Eurone 2025 - August
ring Affairs/Council of P 2029
Albania
Europe
Rule of Law Contribution

Source: SASPAC Database & Council of Europe Official Website:
https://www.coe.int/en/web/tirana/field-office-information/projects-programmes

COMPLETED PROJECTS

Project

Sector

Financial

Contribution

(EUR)

Type of
Financing

Implementing
Partner(s)

Timeframe

ROMACTED:
Promoting Good
Governance and EU-Council .
1 Roma €6 500 000 of Europe Council of 2021 - 2024
In total Europe
Empowerment at Agreement
Local Level
(Regional-WB)
Horizontal Facility
for Western EU-Council .
> PERTRTSE € 41,000,000 of Europe Council of 2019 -
Ph In total Europe 2022
ase Il Agreement
(Regional-WB)
Horizontal Facility
for Western EU-Council .
o s o € 25 000 000 Council of 2016 -
3 Balkans and Turkey In total of Europe Europe 2019
- Phase | Agreement
(Regional-WB)
Strengthening
Local Government Switzerland . August 2017 -
4 Structures in €718182 — Council of Cgljjr:g"eOf July 2019
Albania (Phase I11) Europe P
Contribution
. Reinforcing €3100 000 EU-Council Council of 19 April 2016 —
Judicial Expertise In total of Europe Europe 31 March 2019
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Project

Financial

Sector Contribution

Type of
Financing

Implementing
Partner(s)

Timeframe

on Freedom of Agreement
Expression and the
Media in South-
East Europe
(JUEREX)
(Regional-WB)
iPROCEEDS Cybercrime
(Regional-WB) € 5560 000 EU-Council Programme
5 (IPA Il Multi- o Europe Office (C- jﬁ?}‘éazrgfgom -
country action Agreement PROC) of the
programme 2014) Council of
Europe
Enhancing the
Effectiveness of the EU-Council
7 ﬁlbanian _Svstem of €1 650 000 of Europe Council of December 2015
uman Rights Agreement Europe — May 2018

Protection and
Anti-discrimination
Strengthening e €1 480 000
Local Government (SDC) switzerland
Structures and o €443 000 Council of Council of October 2012 -

8  Cooperation of (Council of Europe Europe December 2015
Local Elected Europe) Contribgtion P
Representatives in
Albania - Phase Il
T Swieis

9 Government €300 000 Council of Council of January 2009 -
o —— Europe Europe March 2012
Structures in L
e Contribution
Albania - Phase |
Support to the EU-Council
Efficiency of of Europe Council of January 2014 -

10 Justice - SEJ €1149.865 Agreement Europe April 2016
Promoting Human .

- - EU-Council
Rights and Minority . November 2011

11 Protection in South- €7 200 000 of Europe Council of _ December
East Europe (Phase In total Agreement Europe 2016
I and I1)

Fight Against EU-Council
Discrimination of Europe
Based of Sexual Agreement .

12 Orientation and €242 680 g(under Council of October 2016 —
Gender Identity in Horizontal Europe May 2018
Albania Facility)

Promoting Freedom EU-Council
of Expression and of Europe
Information and Agreement Council of May 2019 —

13 Freedom of the € 422000 (under Europe December 2022
Media in South- Horizontal
Eastern Europe Facility)
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Financial

Type of

Implementing

Project Sector Contribution . . Timeframe
Financing Partner(s)
(JUFREX-2
Albania)
Project Against EU-Council
15 Corruption in €130 000 of Europe Council of Seftég]ciizsg:)g
Albania Agreement Europe
2012
Execution of Human
European Court of . Council of January 2009 —
16 Human Rights' €1249907 ngt;tusn'lc;rust Europe December 2011
decisions
Data protection Grant Implemented by
within the agreement the Council of
framework of the between the Europe under March 2007 -
18 civil reqgistry system N/A OSCE the auspices of  September 2008
of Albania Presence in the OSCE’s
Albania and Presence in
the EU Albania
Support to the EU-Council
Sustainability of the of Europe Council of November 2007
19 School of €440 000 Agreement Europe — April 2009
Magistrates
PROSECO Project:
Support to EU-Council . . B
20 Prosecutor's € 1 666 669 of Europe C?;J?g"e()f AAF\) ”rli |2§8180
Network in SEE Agreement P P
(Regional)

Source: SASPAC Database & Council of Europe Official Website:

https://www.coe.int/en/web/tirana/field-office-information/projects-programmes

CONTACT INFORMATION

Council of Europe (CoE)
Skanderbeg Square,

Palace of Culture, 3rd floor, Tirana
R, +3554 4540 201

>~ informtirana@coe.int

¢’ https://www.coe.int/en/web/tirana
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