INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANIZATION

Development Partner Profile in Albania

BRIEF The International Labour Organization is the United Nations agency for the world of work. It
HISTORICAL sets International Labour Standards and promotes rights at work, productive employment
DESCRIPTION opportunities, universal social protection and social dialogue. The International Labour
of BILATERAL Organization (ILO) is the only tripartite agency of the UN system, governed by Governments,
COOPERATION | employers and workers’ representatives.
Albania joined the ILO in 1920, shortly after the Organization’s creation in 1919. In this first
period, Albania ratified several conventions related to labour inspection, minimum age, and
fundamental workers’ rights. In 1967, Albania withdrew from most international organizations,
including the ILO, due to its policy of isolation and rejection of multilateral frameworks.
Albania re-entered the ILO on 22 May 1991 after which the ILO closely worked with the Albanian
government and social partners in co-designing and implementing six Decent Work Country
Programmes. They supported:
¢ Drafting the Albanian Labour Code (1995) and later amendments,
o Establishing the labour inspectorate, social dialogue institutions, and public employment
services.
e Strengthening the National Labour Council and tripartite social dialogue structures.
¢ Ensuring better compliance with ratified international labor standards, with a focus on
freedom of association and collective bargaining.
¢ Supporting reforms in occupational safety and health and labour migration management.
¢ Ratifying and implementing the Violence and Harassment Convention, 2019 (No. 190).
¢ Helping Albania reduce unemployment (especially youth and women), improve
vocational training, and formalize employment in the informal economy.
¢ Eliminating hazardous child labour
¢ Strengthening social insurance and pension systems.
¢ Supporting the alignment of Albanian labour policies with EU policy frameworks.
Albania has ratified 55 ILO Conventions including all 8 fundamental conventions (elimination of
child labour and forced labour, freedom of association and right to organize, right to collective
bargaining, equal remuneration, and non-discrimination).
FRAMEWORK Legal protection of the International Labour Organization in its member States, including the
AGREEMENT status of its privileges and immunities
- 1947 Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies ratified
by Albania on 15 December 2003
- Annex I (ILO) to the 1947 Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized
Agencies ratified by Albania on 4 October 2007
DEVELOPMENT | n/a
COOPERATION
PROTOCOLS
FINANCIAL n/a
AGREEMENTS
INVESTMENT & | n/a
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MECHANISMS
CURRENT $3,199,000
PORTFOLIO



http://www.ilo.org/
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PRIORITY e Labour and Employment; Social Protection; Governance and Human and Labour Rights
SECTORS ¢ Tourism, Agrotourism

e Agriculture

e ICT

e Footwear and textile industry
PROGRAMME/ Albania Decent Work Country Program 2023 - 2026
STRATEGY
WITH ALBANIA
Current 1. Digital Agriculture for Rural Transformation in Albania (DART): joint UN project to
AREAS OF strengthen agricultural productivity and competitiveness in food systems, promote digital
BILATERAL inclusion, and empower small agricultural producers
COOPERATION: 2. Private Partnerships and Solutions for SDGs: joint UN project focusing on enhancing the
PROGRAMMES private sector’s capabilities for a successful transition to sustainable and SDG-aligned

AND PROJECTS

practices.

3. Global Accelerator: Lifelong Empowerment and Protection in Albania (LEAP): joint UN
project that aims to advance an inclusive and responsive social protection system to
support individuals throughout their life cycle

4. Employment and Social Affairs Platform (ESAP): EU funded project focusing on
employment formalization, social dialogue and collective bargaining and occupational
safety and health in the Western Balkan countries.

5. Technical Assistance Facility for the implementation of the Youth Guarantee in the
Western Balkans: EU funded project aiming to support Western Balkan economies in
developing, piloting and fully implementing the Youth Guarantee.

6. Implementation of ILO C190 on “Violence and Harassment” in 8§ municipalities (Elbasan,
Lushnje, Divjake, Tepelene, Gramsh, Mirdite, Vlore and Erseke) in collaboration with
Trade Unions

KEY
BENEFICIARIE
S (SUPPORTED
GOVERNMENT
INSTITUTIONS)

GoA Institutions:

Ministry of Economy and Innovation

Ministry of Health and Social Protection

State Labour and Social Services Inspectorate

National Agency for Vocational Education, Training and Qualifications
National Agency for Employment and Skills

Social Insurance Institute

Tirana University of Agriculture

Municipalities

Social Partners:

Bizness Albania

Independent Trade Union Confederation of Albania (BSPSH)
Albanian Trade Unions Confederation (KSSH)

PARTNERSHIP
WITH THE EU

Employment and Social Affairs Platform III

EU-ILO Technical Assistance Facility for the implementation of the Youth Guarantee in the
Western Balkans, Phase 111

PARTNERSHIP
WITH THE
DEVELOPMENT
PARTNERS

SIDA: UNIJP on Private Partnerships and Solutions for SDGS

Comments /
Issues reported
by development
partner

n/a



https://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/wcmsp5/groups/public/%40europe/%40ro-geneva/%40sro-budapest/documents/genericdocument/wcms_865203.pdf
https://webapps.ilo.org/DevelopmentCooperationDashboard/
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