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UNFPA 

Development Partner Profile in Albania 
 

BRIEF 
HISTORICAL 
DESCRIPTION 
of BILATERAL 
COOPERATION 

The United Nations Population Fund – UNFPA has a presence in Albania since 1989 
(https://albania.unfpa.org/en ), while it opened its country office in 1996 to assist the government 
improve reproductive and sexual health, alongside population and development strategies and 
policies. Key programmes contribute to public sector reform for accession to the European Union 
(EU), one of Albania's main priorities. UNFPA also assists government counterparts in updating 
policy frameworks, developing higher quality services, enhancing standardized oversight 
mechanisms, and fostering a more effective use of data in planning and policymaking. With nearly 
half the population under the age of 32, initiatives targeting young people have been a key priority, 
as is the active promotion of gender equality, in line with the EU's founding values.  

FRAMEWORK 
AGREEMENT 

 
UNFPA is one of the 19 UN agencies operational in Albania and cooperation is governed under 
UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Frameworks (UNSDCF), jointly endorsed by the 
Albanian Government and the UN. 
The UNFPA in Albania operates within the framework of legal agreements signed between the 
Government of Albania and the United Nations system and the Standard Basic Assistance 
Agreement (SBAA) between the Government of Albania and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), signed on 17 June 1991 serves as the overarching mutatis mutandis legal 
framework for UN operations in the country: https://albania.unfpa.org/en/publications/unfpa-
accreditation-basic-agreement-albania  

DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION 
PROTOCOLS 

UNFPA is one of 19 agencies working under a unified approach to support Albania’s SDG 
progress, EU integration, and national development priorities.  

Since 2007, UN cooperation in Albania has evolved across three major frameworks: 

o UN Cooperation Framework 2012–2016 
o UN Cooperation Framework 2017–2021  
o UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) 2022–2026 – 

approved by Council of Ministers in July 2021  

FINANCIAL 
AGREEMENTS 

UNFPA enters into bilateral financial agreements with its partners, as well as in multilateral 
agreements in joint UN programmes as one of the implementing agencies. These agreements are 
signed between the local UNFPA Office and the counterparts.  

INVESTMENT & 
FINANCING 
MECHANISMS 

- UNFPA core resources from multi-country donors at global level. 
- Bilateral and multilateral (Albania SDG Acceleration Fund / Joint UN programmes) 

funding sources.  
CURRENT 
PORTFOLIO 

 
Programme outcome areas and actual resources: 
                                                                                          Regular resources Other resources  Total 
Outcome 1 Sexual and reproductive health                       1.5                         0.5                     2.0 
Outcome 3 Gender equality and women’s empowerment 0.5                         1.5                     2.0 
Outcome 4 Population dynamics                                       0.5                         0.6                     1.1 
Programme coordination and assistance                            0.5                                                   0.5 
Total                                                                                  3.0                         2.6                     5.6 
 
Key programme interventions include: 
 
● Reduce GBV  

National partners: Ministry of Health and Social Protection 

https://albania.unfpa.org/en
https://albania.unfpa.org/en/publications/unfpa-accreditation-basic-agreement-albania
https://albania.unfpa.org/en/publications/unfpa-accreditation-basic-agreement-albania
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Donor: Government of Italy through AICS 
Project timeline: 2025 - 2027 
Budget: EUR 1.0 M 
 

● Sexual and Reproductive Health services and capacities strengthened 
A flagship UNFPA programme that represents its core mandate  
National partners: Ministry of Health and Social Protection, Institute of Public Health 
Donor: UNFPA core funds / multiple donors 
Project timeline: 2022 - 2026 
Budget: USD 2.0 M 
 

● Youth for Inclusion, Equality and Trust 
Joint UN regional programme in Western Balkans financially supported by UN Peacebuilding 
Fund, Phase 2 
National partner: Minister of State for Youth and Children 
Donor: UN Peacebuilding Fund 
Project timeline: 2022 - 2026 
Budget: USD 675,000 (UNFPA Albania share) 
 

● Expanding Choices – Gender-Responsive Family Policies for the Private Sector in 
the Western Balkans - Phase 2 

A UNFPA regional project managed by UNFPA EECA Regional Office and implemented by 5 
UNFPA Country Offices (Albania, BiH, Kosovo, North Macedonia, Serbia)  
National partner: Private sector companies 
Donor: Government of Austria (Austrian Development Cooperation-ADC; Austrian Development 
Agency-ADA) 
Project timeline: 2024 - 2026 
Budget: USD 243,000 (UNFPA Albania share) 
 

● Ending Violence Against Women in Albania Phase 2 
Joint UN Programme Phase 2 supported by the Swedish International Development Cooperation 
Agency - Sida 
National partner: Ministry of Health and Social Protection 
Donor: Government of Sweden  
Project timeline: 2023 - 2025 
Budget: USD 288,365 (UNFPA share) 
 

● Leave No-One Behind Phase 2 
Joint UN Programme Phase 2 supported by the Swiss Development Cooperation office - SDC 
 
National partner: Ministry of Health and Social Protection 
Donor: Government of Switzerland 
Project timeline: 2021-2025 
Budget: CHF 410,280 (UNFPA share) 
 

PRIORITY 
SECTORS 

Sexual and Reproductive Health; Youth health, education and civic engagement; Gender Equality 
and fight against Gender-Based Violence; Demographic Resilience, Data and evidence, Ageing. 
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PROGRAMME/ 
STRATEGY 
WITH ALBANIA 

UNFPA, as a UN organisation participates in the UN Albania Programme signed with the 
Government of Albania, but also has a specific programmatic mandate, and develops and gets 
approved a 5-year country-level programme developed with participation of all relevant 
government stakeholders and national stakeholders. This programme document sets out the 
organisation’s implementation goals and principles 
(https://albania.unfpa.org/en/publications/unfpa-country-programme-document-albania-2022-
2026 )   
In Albania, this means accelerating the implementation of SDGs with a focus on areas such as 
sexual and reproductive healthcare, gender equality and gender-based violence, demographic 
resilience and ageing, data and statistics generation for better policy making, youth education, 
empowerment and civic engagement. 

Current 
AREAS OF 
BILATERAL 
COOPERATION: 
PROGRAMMES 
AND PROJECTS 

UNFPA cooperation with the Government of Albania is focused on strengthening institutions, 
enhancing service delivery, and supporting the country’s EU accession process. The partnership 
spans several key areas: 

UNFPA current Country Programme 5th cycle in Albania 
(https://albania.unfpa.org/en/publications/unfpa-country-programme-document-albania-2022-
2026 )  focuses on supporting the Government in various areas including: sexual and reproductive 
health, gender equality and gender-based violence, comprehensive sexuality education, human 
rights, population dynamics, data and statistics, ageing, education and civic engagement of young 
people: 

1. Sexual and reproductive health 

UNSDCF Outcome A1. By 2026, there is an increased and more equitable investment in people, 
removing barriers and creating opportunities for those at risk of exclusion.  

UNFPA Output 1 directly contributes to UNSDCF output A1.3. Strengthened institutional 
capacities to provide high-quality people-centred sexual and reproductive health services for 
every woman, adolescent and youth, especially for the most vulnerable groups of the population, 
including during emergencies.  

UNFPA Output 2: Young people utilize their skills and opportunities to make informed choices 
about their sexual and reproductive health and rights, well-being and civic engagement, including 
in humanitarian situations.  

2. Gender equality and women’s empowerment 

UNSDCF Outcome C2. By 2026, gender-responsive governance strengthens equality and non-
discrimination, promotes women’s empowerment and human rights and reduces violence against 
women and children.  

UNFPA Output  directly contributes to UNSDCF outputs C2.1 and C2.2. Improved multisectoral 
response to prevent and address all forms of gender-based violence and harmful practices and 
elimination of discriminatory gender norms and stereotypes.  

3. Population dynamics 

UNSDCF Outcome C1. By 2026, governance is more transparent and accountable, enabling 
people (women and girls, men and boys, and persons at risk of exclusion), to enjoy quality, 
inclusive services, enhanced rule of law and access to justice in line with Albania’s human rights 
commitments.  

UNFPA Output Cooperation framework partners have increased capacities to generate high-
quality disaggregated data to strengthen policies and programmes (quantitative and qualitative, 

https://albania.unfpa.org/en/publications/unfpa-country-programme-document-albania-2022-2026
https://albania.unfpa.org/en/publications/unfpa-country-programme-document-albania-2022-2026
https://albania.unfpa.org/en/publications/unfpa-country-programme-document-albania-2022-2026
https://albania.unfpa.org/en/publications/unfpa-country-programme-document-albania-2022-2026
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results-based, gender-sensitive, responsive to demographic changes and the situation of 
vulnerable groups).  

KEY 
BENEFICIARIES 
(SUPPORTED 
GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS) 

 
• Ministry of Health and Social Protection 
• Ministry of Education and Sports 
• Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs  
• Ministry of State for Youth and Children  
• Institute of Statistics - INSTAT 
• Institute of Public Health 
• National Youth Agency 
• Local Youth Councils 
• Parliament of Albania – certain Parliamentary groups on health, social issues and 

population  
• People’s Advocate (Ombudsperson)  
• Commissioner for Protection from Discrimination 
• Other… 

 
PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE EU 

In Albania, the partnership is highly operational and contributes to EU accession priorities and 
emphasizes complementarity, joint assessments, and shared progress monitoring on SDGs and 
EU Chapter 23/24 reforms. UNFPA specific latest EU – UN implemented project in Albania is 

EU4GE/Gender Equality Facility (GEF) 2021 to 2023 implemented by UN Women and UNFPA, 
where UNFPA share was  

PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE 
DEVELOPMENT 
PARTNERS 

UNFPA is part of the UN Country Team engaging in joint activities such as advocacy, joint 
programming and engaging with local and international partners. UNFPA also works to maintain 
strong relations with bilateral and multilateral partners in Albania, leveraging shared goals, joint 
programming, and pooled resources to maximize development impact and support EU integration. 

Key direct relations between UNFPA and Development Partners include, but not limited to: 
 
1. World Bank / EBRD: as the second largest financier, critical for economic growth and 

governance reforms, focusing on poverty eradication, sustainable resource management, and 
inclusive development. 

 
Strategic Focus: Economic resilience, public finance, institutional reform.  
UNFPA impact Area: Strengthened private sector that applies gender-responsive family-friendly 
policies at work places. 
 
2. Sweden: Sweden is a key donor focusing on gender equality, social inclusion, youth 

empowerment, and sustainable development committing to leaving no one behind.  
 
Strategic Focus: Gender equality, youth empowerment, inclusive socio-economic development. 
UNFPA impact Area: Advanced gender-responsive social protection systems, youth 
empowerment and fight against Gender-Based Violence.   
 
3. Switzerland: Switzerland is a notable donor focusing on governance, economic development, 

social inclusion and environmental sustainability. The Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC) plans to phase out its development programs in Albania by the end of 
2028, as part of broader budget cuts. 

 
Strategic Focus: Governance, local civic engagement, economic inclusion. 
UNFPA impact Area: Enabled decentralized civic participation and reinforced inclusive 
governance mechanisms at local municipal level. 
 
4. Italy: Italy is a key bilateral donor focusing on sustainable development, gender equality, and 

cultural heritage preservation, biodiversity, and sustainable tourism.   
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Strategic Focus: Environmental sustainability, cultural heritage, gender equality. 
UNFPA impact Area: gender-responsive governance programming and fight against gender-
based violence.   

 

5. Austria: Austria is a notable donor with a focus on social protection, gender equality, and 
environmental sustainability. 
 

Strategic Focus: Social inclusion, gender equality, environmental sustainability, and EU 
integration. 
UNFPA impact Area: promoting gender-responsive family friendly work places in the private 
sector and equitable access to services in line with EU acquis requirements, directives and 
standards. 

 

6. The Netherlands: Netherlands contributes to UN programs in Albania with a focus on social 
inclusion, job creation, and sustainable development. 

 
Strategic Focus: Social protection, inclusive economic growth, youth employment, and 
migration, management.  
UNFPA impact Area: Advanced social protection initiatives, especially for the hard-to-reach 
groups. 
 
7. United Kingdom: The UK supports UN initiatives in Albania with a focus on strengthening 

governance, promoting the rule of law, and advancing social inclusion with an emphasis in 
institutional capacity building, gender equality, and youth empowerment. 
 

Strategic Focus: Governance reform, rule of law, social inclusion, and EU integration. 
UNFPA impact Area: Men and boys are included in Violence Against Women prevention and 
existing perpetrators' programmes are strengthened. 

Comments / 
Issues reported 
by development 
partner 

 

 


