TURKIYE

Development Partner Profile in Albania

I. General Data

BRIEF
HISTORICAL
DESCRIPTION
of BILATERAL
COOPERATION

It has been 100 years since the establishment of diplomatic relations between Tiirkiye and
Albania through the "Agreement on Eternal Friendship and Cooperation" signed between the
two countries on 15 December 1923.

Since 1991, Tiirkiye has been a partner in Albania's development, providing financial support
and investments across various sectors. Tilirkiye was among the first countries to assist
Albania post-communism, extending a loan of approximately $13.87 million in 1991 to
bolster Albania's struggling economy. In the last 30 years, Tirkiye's financial support to
Albania encompasses a broad spectrum, including economic investments, humanitarian aid,
combating natural disasters, military assistance, and cultural collaborations, underscoring a
robust and multifaceted partnership.

TIKA (Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency), founded in 1992, is the Turkish
Government’s Development Cooperation Agency, which has coordination offices in 61
countries. It has been actively involved in Albania’s socio-economic development since
1996, when the Coordination Office was opened in Tirana, on 31 January 1996. Over the
years, TIKA has played a significant role in infrastructure development, capacity
building, and cultural preservation.

The total ODA disbursements over the years (1991 — 2023) count for over USD 320
million (or ~ € 295.43 million).

Here's an overview of Tiirkiye 's contributions to Albania on Humanitarian and
Development Assistance:

¢ Post-Earthquake Reconstruction: Following the devastating earthquake in
November 2019, Tiirkiye promptly provided aid and committed to building 522 housing
units in the Lag region, which were handed over to affected families in January 2022.

o Healthcare Initiatives: Tiirkiye has contributed to Albania's healthcare sector,
including the construction of hospitals and the restoration of health care facilities during
the difficult COVID-19 pandemic. Notably, the Tiirkiye-Albania Fier Friendship
Hospital, funded by Tiirkiye, began operations in May 2021. Various trainings to health
care professionals have been provided and Albanians have been allowed to receive
treatment in Tiirkiye.

e Cultural Projects: The restoration of mosques and cultural structures remaining from
the Ottoman period to the present day aims to pass on the common history and culture
of the two countries to future generations. Within the scope of restoration
applications, all architectural elements are preserved following their original form while
also enhancing the city's attractiveness and thereby contributing to tourism. In Albania,
TIKA has also completed work on the restoration of 13 different structures that remain
as cultural heritage from the Ottoman period. TIKA has also organizes symposiums on
important figures in the history of both countries.

FRAMEWORK
AGREEMENT

Agreement between the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Albania and the Government
of the Republic of Tirkiye on development cooperation and the status of the TIKA
program coordination office in Albania, signed in Ankara on 20 February 2024 and ratified
by the Albanian Parliament by Law No. 57/2024.

DEVELOPMENT
COOPERATION
PROTOCOLS

- 1996: TIKA launched its activities in Albania, establishing the TIKA Coordination
Office in Tirana on 31 January 1996. This marked the beginning of formal Turkish
technical and development assistance to Albania.




- 31 January 2001: A Cooperation Protocol was signed between TIKA and the
Government of the Republic of Albania to regulate technical cooperation. While this
specific protocol is no longer in force, it laid the groundwork for institutional
cooperation.

- 6-7 January 2021: During the official visit of Prime Minister Edi Rama to Ankara, a
number of sector agreements were signed to deepen bilateral cooperation, including:

¢ A Joint Declaration on the Strategic Partnership within the framework of
the High-Level Cooperation Council, between the Government of the
Republic of Tiirkiye and the Government of the Republic of Albania.
¢ Cooperation Agreements in the area of:
o Medicine and Health
o Education
o Infrastructure Development
e A cooperation Protocol for the Restoration of the Lead Mosque in
Shkodra and the implementation of a Flood Protection Project.

20 February 2024: Signing of the Framework Agreement on Development Cooperation
between the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Albania and the Government of the
Republic of Tiirkiye, which also formalized the status of the TIKA Program
Coordination Office. This agreement was ratified by the Albanian Parliament with Law
No. 57/2024 and is now the core legal instrument governing bilateral development
cooperation. On the occasion of high-level visits, the scope of activities was
expanded to include strategic investments in health, culture, education, and
agriculture.

INVESTMENT &
FINANCING
MECHANISMS

The financial assistance provided to Albania by Government of Tiirkiye is allocated in the
form of grants.

CURRENT
PORTFOLIO

In 2024, TIKA implemented 18 development assistance projects in Albania, all financed
through grants, with a total committed value of approximately € 871,650. These projects
were primarily small-scale and targeted various social and development priorities:

e Education: Itis committed to strengthening the educational infrastructure that will
improve the quality of education and provide modern facilities in various schools in
different cities.

¢ Social Services: Distribution of food packages and materials for vulnerable families
and orphans.

e Agriculture & Livelihood: Seed and fertilizer support for rural families.

e Health: Medical equipment donations and minor facility support.

PRIORITY
SECTORS

Between 1996 and 2024, TIKA has implemented a total of 602 projects aimed at:

Rebuilding institutional infrastructure and strengthening administrative capacities.
Boosting production sectors and increasing employment opportunities.

Improving essential services in health and education.

Preserving shared historical and cultural heritage while fostering tourism
development.

Around 164 projects were implemented in the area of improving the administrative and civil
structure, 162 projects for social and cultural communication, and 137 projects in education,
as the most priority areas of cooperation between the two countries.

PROGRAMME/
STRATEGY
WITH ALBANIA

Tiirkiye’s development cooperation with Albania is primarily delivered through the TiKA,
operating under the bilateral framework agreement ratified in 2024. The cooperation strategy
is rooted in shared cultural ties and aims to promote socio-economic development, resilience,




and institutional capacity across Albania. Tiirkiye’s approach emphasizes grants-based, non-
conditional support with rapid implementation modalities.

The strategic priorities of Tiirkiye’s development cooperation with Albania include:

e Preservation of Cultural Heritage: Tiirkiye prioritizes the restoration and protection
of Ottoman-era monuments and shared heritage sites.

e Post-Disaster Reconstruction & Infrastructure: Following the 2019 earthquake,
Tiirkiye supported Albania with housing reconstruction and infrastructure repair,
positioning disaster resilience as a central theme of its development response.

e Healthcare Strengthening: Through the construction and operation of the Fier
Friendship Hospital and donations of medical supplies, Tiirkiye contributes to
Albania’s public health system. Capacity development through training of Albanian
health professionals in Tirkiye complements physical investments.

¢ Education and Human Capital Development: Tirkiye supports educational
institutions through school infrastructure, smart classroom technologies, and
scholarships for Albanian students to study in Turkish universities.

e Rural Development and Agricultural Support: Targeted assistance is provided to
vulnerable rural populations through the distribution of seeds, fertilizers, and basic
agricultural inputs, as well as food aid for socially excluded groups.

e Strengthening Administrative and Civil Infrastructure: Tiirkiye carries out projects
that will support the strengthening of the physical infrastructure of the administrative
structures in Albania, which are the cornerstone of the delivery of public services and
governance processes, as well as their technological structures and efficiency in
resource use. In addition, strengthening the human resource capacity in administrative
and civil structures through technical training is a complementary element for the
development of these infrastructures.

e Defense and Security Cooperation: Development cooperation is complemented by
strategic collaboration in defence and security, including training, equipment supply,
and institutional support to Albania’s Ministry of Defence and Armed Forces. Provision
of military equipment, training, and recently, unmanned combat aerial vehicles
(UCAVs) to strengthen Albania’s defence capacities. Tiirkiye remains one of Albania’s
strategic defence allies and a supporter of NATO-led modernization of armed forces.

The strategic priorities have been delivered through projects. Projects developed in line
with the needs identified by local administrative authorities are implemented directly by
TIKA or other official Turkish institutions operating in Albania. Beneficiaries include both
communities and individual service institutions.

Current

AREAS OF
BILATERAL
COOPERATION:
PROGRAMMES
AND PROJECTS

Tiirkiye's contributions to Albania in 2024, delivered primarily through TIKA includes:

1. Cultural Heritage Preservation — Tiirkiye remains a key partner in preserving Albania’s
Ottoman-era heritage and financing restoration projects. In addition to the restoration of worn
inscriptions on structures such as the Korce Ilyas Bey Mosque and the Kruja Murat Bey
Mosque, which had been completed in previous years, the restoration of the Bekarlar and
Hiinkar Mosques in the city of Berat has also been completed.

2. Education and Digitalization - Supply of smart boards and educational materials
to schools such as “Haxhi Sheh Shamia” School in Shkodra, establishment of language and
chemistry laboratories in Konispol “Bido Sejko Public School” and “Asim Vokshi School”
in Tirana. Projects aim to modernize the learning environment and support quality
education in underserved communities, complementary to Tiirkiye’'s long-standing
scholarship programs and academic exchanges with Albania.

3. Agricultural and Rural Development — Distribution of seed and fertilizer packages to
orphaned families and farmers in rural areas. These projects support livelihoods and enhance
food security, especially in mountainous and underdeveloped zones. Agricultural support
programs also ensure increased production and productivity in agriculture, one of the most
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important components of the Albanian economy. Within this scope, supporting agricultural
development projects have been carried out in the cities of Tirana, Fier, Lushnje, and Divjaka.

4. Health Sector Assistance — Ongoing support for Albania’s healthcare sector through:
Medical equipment donations; Training and exchange of health professionals. A heating
system has been installed at the Bujan Health Center, and the necessary furniture and medical
equipment have been provided. Due to a lack of funds, the laparoscopy device and equipment
could not be provided at the Elbasan Regional Hospital. With the provision of this equipment,
it is hoped that the number and success of surgical operations will increase, allowing patients
to recover more quickly.

5. Humanitarian and Social Support — Distribution of food packages to vulnerable
families, orphans, and economically disadvantaged groups across Albania. Provision of iftar
meals and Ramadan assistance to low-income communities. In these projects, which also
involve local NGOs that know the region better, humanitarian aid is provided initially,
followed by food aid for development purposes.

6. Strengthening Administrative and Civil Infrastructure — Tiirkiye carries out projects
that will support the strengthening of the physical infrastructure and enhancing know-how of
the administrative structures in the Albania. A language lab has been established to support
the learning of new languages by the personnel of the Ministry of Defence of the Republic
of Albania, Albanian chestnut stakeholders were supported to participate in a study tour
organized by FAO in Turkey with the aim of increasing their knowledge and skills.

KEY Over the years TIKA and Tiirkiye have supported key institutions, including:
BENEFITIARIES e Ministry of Health and Social Protection
(SUPPORTED e Ministry of Education and Sports
GOVERNMENT e Local Government Units (Municipalities)
INSTITUTIONS) o State Police (via infrastructure and logistics donations)
e Albanian Armed Forces (via Ministry of Defence)
e  Ministry of Economy, Culture and Innovation
PARTNERSHIP | Tiirkiye’s development cooperation, particularly through infrastructure reconstruction and

WITH THE EU

health investments, complements EU-funded efforts in social cohesion, rural development,
and public health. While there is no direct co-financing with the EU currently reported in the
2024 TIKA projects, alignment with national strategic sectors supports broader EU accession
goals.

PARTNERSHIP
WITH THE
DEVELOPMENT
PARTNERS

TIKA's activities are largely bilateral, but Tiirkiye coordinates informally within donor
coordination mechanisms and participates in sector dialogues, particularly in post-disaster
recovery and education. The construction of the Fier Friendship Hospital also complements
efforts by WHO and bilateral donors in Albania’s health sector. Members of the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Albania Representative participated in
agricultural training organized in Tiirkiye.

Comments /
Issues reported
by development
partner

I1.

Financial Data




GRANTS LOANS TOTAL
(EUR) (EUR) (EUR)

Total Committed Funding

~ € 93.86 million n/a ~ € 93.86 million**
(2001-2023)
Total Disbursed Funds

~ €295.43 million n/a ~ €295.43 million
(1991-2023)
Total Commitment according to
n/a n/a n/a

last program/protocol/strategy
Annual Committed Funds (2024) €871,650 n/a €871,650 (2024)***
Annual Disbursed Funds (2024) €871,650 n/a €871,650 (2024)***
Unused funds according to last w/a wa w/a
program/protocol/strategy
Annual Financing according to n/a €871,650 (2024)

grant / loan

*Note: Commitments have not been reported and are missing for several years

**Converted using the OECD average 2024 exchange rate (1 USD = 0.922 EUR)

*#% Ag the 2024 OECD data has not yet been released, only TIKA's data is available for

Annual Funds.




CHART 1 - TURKIYE ODA DISBURSEMENTS (IN MILLION USD)
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CHART 2 - TURKIYE ODA COMMITMENTS (IN MILLION USD)
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III. Projects

ONGOING PROJECTS

Sector Timeframe

Project

Financing
Contribution
(EUR)

Implementing
Partner(s)

COMPLETED PROJECTS
Project Financing Implementing Timeframe
Contribution Partner(s)
(EUR)
1 Supply of Materials for the Humanitarian
Diftfigution of Iftar Meals to Aid / Social €36,000 Alsar‘ 26.01.2024
e . . Foundation 08.03.2024
Low-Income Families in Albania Services
2 Supply of Smart Boards to “Haxhi Sheh 30.01.2024
“Haxhi Sheh Shamia” Schools Education €64,000 Shamia”Schools 1 8. 03' 2024
in Shkoder in Shkoder e
3 Distr.il')ution of Food Pe%ckages to H}lmanita'rian Alsar 20.02.2024
Families of Orphan Children for  Aid / Social €110,000 Foundation 04.04.2024
Ramadan Services
4 Providing Seed and Fertilizer
SgpporF to Orphan Famqle.s Agriculture / Alsar 07.02.2024
Living in Rural Areas within the = Rural €15,000 Foundation 06.03.2024
Scope of Supporting Agricultural Development o
Production in Albania
5 “Two Important Personalities
from Korca in the Ottoman
Empire: Imrahor Ilyas Bey and  Social and €15.500 Alsar 15.04.2024
Kog¢i Bey” Symposium Cultural ’ Foundation 29.04.2024
Organization Service
Procurement Work
6 Repair of Hasan Riza Pasha Embassy of the 05.03.2024
Monument in Shkoder and Infrastructure €26,500 Republic of 28' 0 5' 2024
Construction of Railing around it Turkiye T
7 15 :Iuly Democracy and Natlonal Cultural Embasgy of 01.07.2024
Unity Day Commemoration . €600 Republic of
Cooperation . 15.07.2024
Events Turkiye
8 Project for Promoting Youth in Agriculture /
Agriculture and Supporting Youth €5.750 Korge Regional  12.06.2024
Modern Beekeeping in Korge ’ Council 05.07.2024
. Development
Region
? Fier Nursing Home Renovation Adm1p1§tratlve Fier Nursing 16.04.2024
and Equipping Project and Civil €137,000 Home 21.08.2024
Infrastructures
10 Equipping the Health Center in Health / €60.000 Bujan Health ~ 17.05.2024
Bujan Village Infrastructure ’ Center 08.10.2024
11 Material Supply for Turkish . Asim Vokshi  07.08.2024
Language Laboratory in “Asim Education €7,800 Foreign 08.10.2024




Project Sector Financing Implementing Timeframe
Contribution Partner(s)
(EUR)
Vokshi” Foreign Language High Language High
School School
12 Supply of Materials to the Ef;lniit:g;/ Ministry of
Turkish Language Classroom of dministrati €13.000 Defense of the  07.08.2024
the Ministry of Defense of the - ni oo e ’ Republic of ~ 08.10.2024
Republic of Albania gnd civil Albania
infrastructure
13 Turkish
Organizing Iftar Program in Social and €6.000 Coordination  07.03.2024
Tirana, Albania Cultural ’ and Cooperation 25.03.2024
Agency
14  Establishment of Language and Konispol Bido
Chemistry Laboratories in . . . 01.07.2024
Konispgy Bido Sejko Public Education €75,700  Sejko Public 5 54
School
School
15 .o . Elbasan
Providing Laparoscopy Device . 09.07.2024
to Elbasagn Ré)gional IE)I}(I)spital Health €79,800 Reglqnal 05.12.2024
Hospital
16 Installation of Podcast Studio in I{s?;zl;},l,eh 73.08.2024
“Haxhi Sheh Shamia” Schools in  Education €60,000 . e
Shkoder Schools in 27.11.2024
Shkoder
17  Supply of Wheelchairs, Disabled Spinal Cord
Motorbikes and Disabled Paralytics and
Prostheses to the Association of Physically 21.08.2024
Spinal Cord Paralytics and Health €75,000 Disabled People 18.12.2024
Physically Disabled People in Association,
Shkoder Shkoder
18 Patriotic-
Supply of Books within the Cultural
Scope of “The Most Valuable ggguziition €64,000  Association of 82 i ;;ggj
Gift Book” Project P Foundations o
Region

Source: SASPAC donor database 2025

CONTACT INFORMATION

TiKA Tirana Program Coordination Office .
Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA)

Rruga e Elbasanit 125/1
Tirana, Albania

Qo Phone: +355 4 236 6416
[C1 Email: tiran@tika.gov.tr
@ Website: www.tika.gov.tr



https://www.tika.gov.tr/
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