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SWEDEN 

Development Partner Profile in Albania 
 

I. General Data 
 

BRIEF 
HISTORICAL 
DESCRIPTION 
of BILATERAL 
COOPERATION 

Sweden remains one of Albania’s most comprehensive and long-standing development 
partners, with a large, multi-year portfolio strongly focused on governance, human rights, 
gender equality, environmental protection, and institutional reform. Current Swedish support 
combines core funding to civil society, institutional capacity-building, and strategic policy 
reforms, aligned with democratic consolidation and EU accession priorities. 

The bilateral cooperation between Sweden and Albania began in the early 1990s, shortly 
after the fall of the communist regime in Albania. Initial development cooperation projects 
were launched in 1998, directly administered by the Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (Sida) headquarters in the absence of a local office. A significant 
expansion of cooperation took place in 2001, following the opening of the development 
cooperation section in Tirana, under the Swedish Embassy in Rome and later, in 2010, when 
the Embassy of Sweden opened in Tirana and the development cooperation section became 
an integrated part of the Embassy. As of 2011 the Embassy received from the Swedish 
International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)full delegation; manage all bilateral 
assistance to /Albania – fully empowered to take decisions on the cooperation in the ground. 

Between 1998 and 2025, Sweden total contributions exceed SEK 2.32 billion (or EUR 220 
million), distributed in 548 interventions provided as grants1.  

The Swedish development aid to Albania has shown a strong upward trajectory, particularly 
in the last decade, reflecting Sweden’s long-standing commitment to Albania’s 
democratization and EU integration. The Swedish development aid remains amounts to 
approximately 15 million EUR annually2 (i.e. €14.70M in 2022 and €14.63M in 2024), 
suggesting sustained investment in the 2021–2027 cooperation strategy. 

Peer-to-peer institutional cooperation remains a central modality of Sweden’s support to 
Albania, implemented through delegated funds managed by the Embassy. Current 
partnerships include cooperation with Statistics Sweden (SCB) in national statistics; the 
Swedish Police Authority in forensic development and efforts to combat gender-based and 
sexual violence; the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency (SwEPA) on air-quality and 
environmental reforms; and the Swedish Tax Agency on tax administration. Cooperation on 
disaster preparedness and civil protection is being implemented together with the Swedish 
Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB). 

Sweden’s civil society engagement in Albania consists predominantly of direct support to 
Albanian civil society organisations. Complementing this, Sweden also partners with 
Swedish civil-society organisations active in the country. Embassy-funded cooperation is 
implemented through the Olof Palme International Center, while additional Swedish 
organisations—Civil Rights Defenders (CRD), We Effect, and Kvinna till Kvinna (KtK)—
operate in Albania with funding provided directly through Sida’s regional/thematic 
programmes. 

In addition to Sida, the Swedish Institute among others, are also contributing and have 
initiatives in Albania within the framework of the strategy. SI supports Albanian 
professionals and organizations through leadership training (SAYP), creative partnership 
grants, and public-sector innovation programs, all aimed at strengthening governance, civil 

 
1 Openaid.se 
2 https://www.swedenabroad.se/en/embassies/albania-tirana/about-us/ 
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society, and sustainability. SI also supports an active alumni network and practical toolkits 
used by local partners. 

FRAMEWORK 
AGREEMENT 

The legal framework governing development cooperation between Sweden and Albania is 
established by the Agreement between the Council of Ministers of the Republic of 
Albania and the Kingdom of Sweden on the General Terms and Conditions for 
Development Cooperation. This agreement was signed on 20 June 2006 and subsequently 
ratified by the Albanian Parliament through Law No. 9608/2006. This agreement provides 
the institutional and legal foundation for Swedish bilateral assistance in Albania, facilitating 
the implementation of development programmes in accordance with principles of 
partnership, transparency, and mutual accountability. 

DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION 
PROTOCOLS 

Under the overarching framework agreement between Sweden and Albania, a specific 
agreement for projects or programmes is signed at the beginning of each project phase 
with the relevant line ministries or beneficiary institutions, or other partners (CSOs and 
multilaterals) - the contribution agreements.  

These agreements define the specific objectives, implementation modalities, and financial 
arrangements for each programme/project. 

FINANCIAL 
AGREEMENTS 

Overall, Sweden’s support to Albania is characterized by long-term engagement, predictable 
financing, strong partnerships with national institutions and civil society, and a clear focus 
on rights-based, sustainable, and EU-aligned reforms. 

Embassy of Sweden in Tirana is fully authorised to make decisions, under the strategic 
direction of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Sweden. It is the primary institution 
responsible for the planning, financing, and monitoring of development cooperation in 
Albania. 

Funds are committed in Swedish Krona (SEK) and disbursed in accordance with the 
conditions in the signed agreements. 

Most programmes /projects are planned to be implemented within 3-4 years   and are 
supported through multiple phases, depending on priorities and factors such as 
performance, relevance, and added value.  

INVESTMENT & 
FINANCING 
MECHANISMS 

Sweden’s development cooperation with Albania is delivered through grants, in accordance 
with the strategic priorities defined by the Swedish Government and in alignment with 
Albania’s national development strategies. 

Types of assistance include projects, contributions to funds and programs managed by 
international organizations, contributions to one-donor financing mechanisms or through a 
separate financing window, substantial support for NGOs, other private organizations, 
research institutes or other technical support.  

Cooperation with UN agencies is carried out through support to the UN Acceleration Fund 
for UN Joint Programmes, or through bilateral agreements with individual UN agencies. 

CURRENT 
PORTFOLIO 

Sweden’s bilateral cooperation is currently guided by the Swedish Government's Strategy for 
Reform Cooperation with the Western Balkans and Turkey (2021-2027). 

Through this strategy, Sweden has committed an overall budget of approximately 4.9 billion 
SEK (or 415 million EUR) throughout its duration for all the involved Western Balkan 
countries. The amount dedicated to Albania for the period 2021-2027 is at the level of 686 
million SEK (66.5 million EUR). 

The Swedish development aid remains amounts to approximately 15 million EUR annually,  

In 2024 Sweden provided SEK 155.7 million (approximately EUR 14.3 million) in 
development assistance to Albania, while in 2025, SEK 133.7 million (or EUR 12.6 
million). 3 Th support underscores Sweden’s commitment to supporting Albania’s reform 
agenda and EU accession process.   

 
3 https://openaid.se/en 
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PROGRAMME/ 
STRATEGY 
WITH ALBANIA 

Until 2013, bilateral cooperation was based on the 3-4 years strategic framework focusing on 
European integration process (democratic governance, human resources, natural resources 
and environment). Starting from 2014, collaboration between the two countries is placed 
under the Strategy for Sweden’s reform cooperation with Western Balkans and Turkey. Over 
the years, the strategies of cooperation between Sweden and Albania have covered the periods 
2001-2004, 2004-2008, 2009-2012, 2014-2020, and the current one covering the period 
2021-2027.  

The cooperation framework has moved toward a more forward-looking and structured 
approach, transitioning from shorter-term programming cycles to medium- and long-term 
strategic planning, These longer-term frameworks are closely linked to Albania’s National 
Strategy for Development and European Integration (NSDIE) and other relevant international 
and regional strategies. Overall, this shift reflects a move away from ad-hoc project support 
toward more coherent planning- and reform-oriented cooperation. 

The current bilateral cooperation is guided by the Sweden’s Strategy for Reform 
Cooperation with Eastern Europe, Western Balkans, Turkey (2026-2030), approved by 
the Government of Sweden in February 2026.  

In accordance with the strategic mandate, Sida will continue its strategic support for Albania's 
EU accession with a strong focus on the implementation of key reforms and the development 
of institutional capacity in line with the EU's reform requirements. This will continue to be a 
common thread throughout the development portfolio. 

PRIORITY 
SECTORS 

Over the past two decades, Sweden has been a steadfast supporter of Albania’s European 
integration, combining political engagement with development assistance aimed at 
enhancing governance, transparency, and institutional capacity. Therefore, it supports 
projects that strengthen the country's democratic development, human rights, gender equality, 
institutions, authorities and environmental work. The goal for the Swedish international aid 
is to create conditions for improved living standards for people living in poverty and 
oppression. Swedish development assistance shall focus on achieving tangible change and 
promoting free, well-functioning democratic societies that, through economic development 
and trade, raise their own standards of living and prosperity. 

Sweden’s development cooperation is closely aligned with Albania’s EU accession priorities. 
It supports central reforms to the EU acquis by investing in initiatives that strengthen 
democratic governance, human rights, gender equality, institutional effectiveness, and 
environmental sustainability—areas essential for meeting EU membership standards. 

The main objectives of bilateral assistance under the Strategy for Sweden’s reform 
cooperation and the respective allocation of funds are: 

— Strengthened democratic development with increased respect for human rights and the 
rule of law, as well as enhanced gender equality. 
— Strengthened economic development through job creation and trade. 
— Strengthened capacity to prevent, manage and resolve conflicts, including increased 
resilience to hybrid threats. 
— Strengthened capacity to manage migration, with a focus on countering irregular 
migration, as well as improved conditions for return and sustainable reintegration. 
— Accelerated green transition, energy efficiency, and strengthened climate adaptation  

Sweden’s support for the countries’ reform processes is an investment in peace, security, 
stability and prosperity. This support is based on freedom and democracy, human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, and opportunities for people to improve their own living conditions. 
The guiding principle of Swedish support is that increased integration with the EU is the 
primary driver of reforms and an important objective. 

Current  
AREAS OF 
BILATERAL 
COOPERATION: 

Sweden’s reform cooperation in Albania delivers its strongest impact in areas where 
institutional change, EU acquis alignment, and societal accountability intersect. The 
most impactful interventions combine long-term engagement, national ownership, and strong 
coordination with EU and like-minded donors. 
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PROGRAMMES 
AND PROJECTS 

EU accession and institutional reform 
Flagship support such as SANE27 (Support to Albanian Negotiations in Environment 
Chapter 27) and Integrated Court Case Management has directly strengthened 
Albania’s capacity to align legislation, prepare negotiating positions, and implement EU 
standards in complex sectors such as environment, climate, water, justice, and judicial 
administration. These interventions are system-level, reform-enabling, and critical for the 
accelerated EU negotiation process. 

Governance, rule of law, and accountability 
A substantial share of Sweden’s assistance targets good governance and democratic 
participation, including support to civil society organisations, independent media, electoral 
reform, anti-corruption initiatives, justice sector reform, and parliamentary oversight. 
Sweden’s long-term engagement in community policing, anti-corruption, media 
freedom, and civil society oversight (e.g. BIRN, IDM, Olof Palme International Center 
partners) has contributed to measurable improvements in transparency, public trust, 
investigative journalism, and democratic culture. Flexible core support to watchdog CSOs is 
widely recognised as one of the most effective instruments in a shrinking civic space. 

Gender equality and violence prevention 
Sweden is a leading donor in gender equality and the fight against violence against 
women and girls, notably through the UN Joint Programme Ending Violence, AWEN, 
UN Women strategic support, and regional gender-budgeting initiatives. These 
programmes have produced tangible institutional results, including strengthened service 
provision, legislative reform, and Albania’s first Femicide Watch, while also influencing 
national and local budgeting practices. 

Public finance, statistics, and domestic resource mobilisation 
High-impact cooperation with Statistics Sweden (SCB) and the Swedish Tax Agency has 
enhanced Albania’s statistical capacity, census implementation, tax compliance, and property 
taxation reforms—core foundations for fiscal sustainability, EU convergence, and evidence-
based policymaking. 

Environment, climate, and natural resource management 
Sweden’s environmental portfolio stands out for its depth and EU relevance, covering 
chemicals management, air quality, biodiversity, water resources, waste management, and 
climate resilience. Programmes such as EU4Nature, RESEAL, the support to the Water 
Resources Management Agency, AMBU, and the support to the Water Supply and 
Sanitation Authority, AKUK have produced concrete regulatory, planning, and 
investment-ready outputs used by both the Government and international financial 
institutions. 

Inclusive economic development and innovation 
Sweden supports inclusive economic development and employment, particularly 
through SME development, youth entrepreneurship, local economic development, and 
regional private sector initiatives in the Western Balkans. Through EU4Innovation, 
RECONOMY, CNVP, and UNJP – SDG Business Partnerships, Sweden has supported 
SMEs, start-ups, value chains, and employment—particularly in rural areas, innovation 
ecosystems, and green growth—bridging reform cooperation with trade, investment, and 
private sector development. 

Support to Civil Society Organizations (CSOs): The Swedish Embassy in Albania 
provides core support to selected CSOs operating in areas like democracy, human rights, and 
anti-corruption. This long-term funding strengthens the organizational capacities of these 
CSOs, enabling them to effectively contribute to Albania's development.  Through the Olof 
Palme International Centre, Civil Rights Defenders, Kvinna till Kvinna, Save the 
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Children and the Albanian Women Empowerment Network (AWEN), Sweden strengthens 
local organisations and their role as democratic actors in Albania. 

Emergency Assistance: In response to crises, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, Sweden 
has provided targeted financial support. For instance, in collaboration with the International 
Labour Organization (ILO), Sweden facilitated cash transfers to laid-off women workers in 
the textile and footwear sectors, offering immediate relief to vulnerable populations.    

KEY 
BENEFICIARIE
S (SUPPORTED 
GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS) 

Swedish development cooperation in Albania targets a diverse set of actors to ensure 
inclusive and sustainable impact. Main partner institutions of the Swedish assistance in 
Albania are Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Economy and Innovation, Ministry of 
Environment, INSTAT, AMBU, AKUM through direct financing activities. Sweden also 
works closely with independent oversight institutions, such as the People’s Advocate 
(Ombudsman) and the Supreme Audit Institution, to promote accountability and rule of 
law. The main beneficiaries of Swedish aid include: 

GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES: 
• Ministry of Finance  
• Ministry of Economy and Innovation 
• Ministry of Environment  
• Ministry of Tourism and Culture 
• Ministry of Justice 
• Ministry of Interior 
• Minister of State for Local Government  

GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS & INDEPENDENT BODIES: 
• SASPAC 
• Albania State Police (ASP) 
• General Directorate of Taxation (GDT) 
• General Directorate of Prisons 
• Agency for Civil Protection 
• National Agency for Employment and Skills (NAES) 
• National Agency of Protected Areas (NAPA)  
• Agency for Water Resources Management (AMBU) – integrated water resources 

management and institutional reform 
• National Water Supply and Sewerage Agency (AKUK) 
• State institutions responsible for gender equality and GBV response 
• INSTAT 
• High Judicial Council (HJC) 
• Courts of Albania 
• Special Structure Against Corruption and Organised Crime (SPAK) 
• Commissioner for Protection from Discrimination 
• Central Election Commission (CEC) 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: 
• Municipalities (61 Local Government Units) – service delivery, performance 

management, and accountability (Strong Municipalities programme) 
• Local councils and administrations – planning, transparency, and citizen 

engagement 
• Municipal environmental authorities – waste management, recycling, and 

circular economy pilots 

EXAMPLE OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS (NGOS) AND CIVIL 
SOCIETY IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS AND BENEFICIARIES: 

• CNVP Foundation/Connecting Natural Values and People Foundation 
• BIRN Albania/Balkan Investigative Reporting Network 



 6 

• CHWB/Cultural Heritage without Borders 
• Institute for Democracy and Mediation Albania - IDM Albania 
• AWEN/Albanian Women Empowerment Network/Rrjeti i Fuqizimit te Gruas ne 

Shqiperi 
• Komiteti Shqiptar i Helsinkit (Albanian Helsinki Committee)  
• Olof Palme International Center 
• Partners Albania for Change and Development 
• Co-PLAN 
• Qendresa Qytetare 
• Together for Life (TFL) 
• Aleanca Kunder Diskriminimit LGBT 
• Co-PLAN 
• EDEN Center  

EXAMPLES OF PRIVATE SECTOR SERVICE PROVIDERS: 
• Kreston Albania Shpk 
• Brooks Hannas & Partners d.o.o. 
• Charles Kendall & Partners Ltd 
• NIRAS Sweden AB  
• Ernst & Young 

  

PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE EU 

Sweden’s portfolio is highly collaborative and strategically aligned with EU and like-minded 
partners. Sweden’s highest-impact support in Albania lies in EU-accession-driven 
institutional reform, democratic governance and accountability, gender equality, and 
environmental governance, delivered through long-term partnerships and strategically co-
financed with the EU, Germany, Switzerland, France, and the UN system. 

Sweden is a key partner of the European Union in Albania and plays an active role in the 
implementation of EU-financed actions, especially under the IPA III Framework. The strong 
upcoming mobilization from the growth plan for investments in environmental infrastructure 
and environmental technology through WBIF opens opportunities for Swedish companies. 

Sweden works in close collaboration with the EU Member States, such as German 
Development Cooperation (GIZ), France (AFD), and Italy particularly in co-financed 
projects.  

Sweden co-designs and co-finances programmes with the EU and EU Member States, 
outlining shared objectives, funding modalities, and reporting mechanisms. There are other 
good examples of co-financed projects and coordination of efforts, such as the Swedish 
support for a digital case management system within the Albanian judiciary, coordinated with 
the EU's support for the prosecutor's office. 

JOINT AND CO-FINANCED PROJECTS WITH THE EU AND EU MS 

🇪🇪🇪🇪 EUROPEAN UNION 

• EU4Innovation – Phase II (EU delegated cooperation; Sida & GIZ) 
• EU4Nature (co-financed with the EU; implemented by UNDP/AICS) 
• Judicial digitalisation / case management reforms (complementary to EU 

justice support EU for Justice – ICMS Project (IPA 2021) 
• Chapter 27 environment and climate acquis alignment (SANE27 

complements EU IPA and Growth Facility support) 



 7 

• Statistics Sweden (SCB) Support to Statistics in Albania (complements EU 
and Eurostat support in the statistics sector and contributes directly to monitoring 
reforms, evidence-based policymaking, and Albania’s EU integration process) 

• Electoral reform through OSCE 
• Support to Territorial and Administrative Reform (STAR) - completed. 

🇩🇩🇩🇩 GERMANY (GIZ) 

• EU4Innovation (joint implementation) 
• Sustainable rural and local economic development 
• Value chains, employment, and skills initiatives 

🇫🇫🇫🇫 FRANCE 

• EU4Nature (AICS/UNDP, EU Member State cooperation including France (AFD) 
• Environmental governance and biodiversity initiatives (coordination in 

Chapter 27) 

🇮🇮🇮🇮 ITALY 

• EU4Nature (AICS as implementing partner) 
• Biodiversity, protected areas, and Natura 2000 preparation 
• Support to Territorial and Administrative Reform (STAR) 

PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE 
DEVELOPMENT 
PARTNERS 

Sweden collaborates with various Swedish, international and Albanian organizations to 
support Albania's development and EU integration. 

Sweden’s cooperation is guided by its international commitments, contributing to: 
• The implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
• Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation (GPEDC), 
• The Addis Ababa Action Agenda on financing for development, 
• The goals of the Paris Agreement on climate change. 
• International frameworks, EU instruments, and bilateral agreements.  

These coordinated projects reflect Sweden’s commitment to aid effectiveness, joint 
programming, and ensuring that bilateral support complements multilateral action. 

🇨🇨🇨🇨 SWITZERLAND (SDC / HELVETAS) 

• Strong Municipalities – Swedish-Swiss joint intervention 
• RECONOMY Western Balkans (employment and private sector development) 
• Municipal governance and service delivery reforms 
• IPS trust Fund 
• Support to Territorial and Administrative Reform (STAR) 
• Electoral reform support through OSCE 

🇺🇺🇺🇺 UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM (MULTI-DONOR) 

• UN Joint Programme Ending Violence against Women (with UN Women, 
UNDP, UNFPA) 

• UNJP – SDG Business Partnerships and Solutions (UNDP, ILO, UNIDO, 
FAO) 

• UN Women strategic and regional gender budgeting programmes 
• UNICEF (census, air quality, social protection and violence prevention) 
• Resilience strengthening in Albania (RESEAL) 
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Sweden is one of the core donors and strategic partners of the OneUN Programme 
in Albania, which operates under the UN Sustainable Development Cooperation 
Framework (UNSDCF 2022–2026). This framework is structured around four main result 
pillars, and Sweden supports several of them, both financially and through policy dialogue. 
Sweden provides core funding and project-specific support to UN agencies operating under 
the One UN Joint Programme, primarily: UNDP, UN Women, UNICEF, and UNFPA, often 
via multi-year agreements, aligned with the 2030 Agenda, EU accession support, and 
Sweden’s reform cooperation strategy. 
 
Support to Territorial and Administrative Reform (STAR I; STAR II and STAR III) 
has been one of the most prominent multi-donor initiatives in Albania, supporting the 
decentralization and local governance reform process. Sweden has been an important partner 
in the STAR programme since its inception. Key Donors: Sweden (Sida), Switzerland 
(SDC), European Union, USAID, Italy, Austria. Implementing Partners: UNDP. 

�� WORLD BANK GROUP (MULTI-DONOR / IFI) 

Sweden cooperates closely with the World Bank Group in Albania through strategic 
coordination and complementarity, rather than direct co-financing. Swedish reform 
cooperation and technical assistance help prepare, de-risk, and sustain reforms supported 
through World Bank lending and advisory operations. This cooperation is particularly strong 
in public finance and domestic revenue mobilisation, environmental and climate 
governance, water and natural resource management, justice sector reform, and public 
administration capacity. The partnership enhances reform sequencing, strengthens EU 
acquis alignment, and maximises the long-term impact of World Bank–financed investments, 
in line with Albania’s EU accession agenda and the National Strategy for Development 
and European Integration (NSDEI). 

�� OECD 

• Just Transition in the Western Balkans (policy and reform support linked to 
green transition) 

OTHER MULTILATERAL ORGANISATIONS: 

• OSCE/Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
• Council of Europe 

Sweden coordinates closely with the OSCE and the Council of Europe in Albania, 
particularly in areas related to electoral processes, democratic institutions, rule of law, and 
human rights protection. Swedish support complements OSCE-led assistance on election 
reform, diaspora voting, and electoral integrity, as well as Council of Europe 
programmes on judicial reform, democratic culture, and compliance with European 
human rights standards. This coordination ensures coherence with EU accession 
requirements, avoids duplication, and strengthens the effectiveness of reforms through 
shared standards, expertise, and policy dialogue. 

Comments / 
Issues reported 
by development 
partner 

 



 9 

 
 
II. Financial Data 

 
 GRANTS 

(EUR) 
LOANS 
(EUR) 

TOTAL 
(EUR) 

Total Committed Funding 
1998-2025 

EUR 220 
million 

(SEK 2.32 
billion) 

n/a EUR 220 million 
(SEK 2.32 billion) 

Total Disbursed Funds 
1998-2025 

EUR 220 
million n/a EUR 220 million 

Total Commitment according to 
last program/protocol/strategy 

EUR 66.5 
million 

(SEK 686 
million) 

n/a 

Swedish Government's Strategy for 
Reform Cooperation with the Western 
Balkans and Turkey (2021-2027):  
SEK 686 million (EUR 66.5 million). 

Annual Committed Funds EUR 15 
million n/a EUR 15 million (average 2021-2027) 

Annual Disbursed Funds EUR 15 
million n/a EUR 15 million (average 2021-2027) 

Unused funds according to last 
program/protocol/strategy n/a n/a n/a 

Annual Financing according to 
grant / loan 

Entirely 
grant-based n/a Entirely grant-based 

*Note: Annual contribution is an average of the committed funds by Sweden for Albania for one year. In general, 
there are donors which committed an average amount of funds for one year. 
Source. https://openaid.se/en 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://openaid.se/en
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FIGURE 1 - SWEDEN'S AID TO ALBANIA OVER THE YEARS (IN MILLION USD) 
 

 
Source: https://openaid.se/en/activities/overview?recipient=AL&year=2020  
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Commitments 
MUSD 
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III. Projects 
 
ONGOING PROJECTS 

 

No Project Sector 
Financial 

Contribution 
(SEK) 

Implementin
g Partner(s) Timeframe 

1 
Community Policing in 
Albania (Phase 3) 
 

Government and 
civil society: Police 36,000,000 Albanian State 

Police 
01.07.2024 
31.12.2028 

2 
Support to Strategic Note of 
UN Women Albania 2022-
2026 

Government and 
civil society: 
Women's rights 
organisations and 
movements, and 
government 
institutions 

17,000,000 UN Women 01.03.2024 
30.09.2027 

3 SCB support to statistic in 
Albania 2024 - 2025 

Government and 
civil society: 
Statistical capacity 
building 

1,996,500 
Statistiska 
Centralbyrån 
(SCB) 

25.03.2024 
30.09.2025 
 

4 Core Support- Qëndresa 
Qytetare/Civic Resistance 

Government and 
civil society: Human 
rights 

4,000,000 Qëndresa 
Qytetare 

01.07.2024 
30.06.2028 

5 
Together for Life Core 
Support 
 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 
participation and 
civil society 

1,000,000  01.10.2024 
30.06.2028 

6 Cooperation with 
environmental CSOs 

Government and 
civil society 23,800,000 Co-Plan 2024 – 2027 

7 Aleanca LGBT Core Support 

Government and 
civil society: Human 
rights 3,000,000 

Aleanca 
Kunder 
Diskriminimit  
LGBT 

29.08.2024 
30.06.2028 

8 
Strong municipalities: 
Swedish-Swiss joint 
intervention 

Government and 
civil society: Local 
government 
administration 

14,000,000 
Delegated 
cooperation to 
SDC 

15.12.2023 
30.06.2027 

9 Core Support AWEN 2023-
2027 

Government and 
civil society: 
Women's rights 
organisations and 
movements 

24,367,000 

Albanian 
Women 
Empowerment 
Network 

12.05.2023 
01.09.2028 

10 Cooperation Swedish Radio 
MDO 

Government and 
civil society: Media 
and free flow of 
information 

20,000,000 

Swedish Radio 
Media 
Development 
Office 

21.04.2023 
30.06.2028 

11 Integrated Court case 
Management Albania 

Government and 
civil society: Justice, 
law and order policy 

20,000,000 
High Judicial 
Council of 
Albania 

2023-2025 

12 Support to Property Tax 
Reform in Albania 

Government and 
civil society: 
Domestic Revenue 
Mobilisation 

20,100,000 

Ministry of 
Finance/ 
Swedish Tax 
Agency 

2023-2025 

13 
Support to cooperation 
Swedish and Albanian Tax 
Administration, STA - GDT 

Government and 
civil society 30,300,000 Ministry of 

Finance and 
01.11.2022 
30.06.2026 
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No Project Sector 
Financial 

Contribution 
(SEK) 

Implementin
g Partner(s) Timeframe 

Swedish Tax 
Agency 

14 Preparation Phase PROTAX 
II 

Government and 
civil society: 
Domestic Revenue 
Mobilisation 

20,600,000 

Ministry of 
Finance/ 
Swedish Tax 
Agency 

01.01.2023 
28.02. 2025 

15 Election system reform 
support OSCE Albania 

Government and 
civil society: 
Elections 

12,000,000 OSCE 20.12.2022 
30.04.2027 

16 UN Joint Programme Ending 
Violence phase II 

Government and 
civil society: Ending 
violence against 
women and girls 

25,000,000 

UN Women, 
UNDP and 
UNFPA (led 
by UN 
Women) 

01.12.2022 
31.05.2027 

17 UNJP - SDG Business 
Partnerships and Solutions 

Business and other 
services 45,000,000 

led by UNDP 
and involving 
ILO, UNIDO, 
and FAO 

01.10.2023 
30.06.2028 

18 EU for Innovation II 

Banking and 
financial services 6,000,000 

Partners 
Albania for 
Change and 
Development 

21.12.2022 
31.12.2026 

19 RECONOMY Western 
Balkans 2023-2026 

Business and other 
services/ 
Employment 

4,800,000 SDC/Helvetas 01.04.2023 
30.06.2027 

20 UNICEF JPOs 2022 
 

Other social 
infrastructure 3,430,000 UNICEF 10.02.2022 

31.07.2026 

21 Olof Palme Center Program 
in Albania 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 
participation and 
civil society 

30,600,000 
Olof Palme 
International 
Centre 

16.12.2022 
30.09.2028 

22 

UN Women Gender 
Responsive Budgeting 
Western Balkans 2020 – 
2024 

Government and 
civil society/ Gender 
Equality 12,350,000 UN Women 04.05.2020 

31.07.2026 

23 Gender Based Violence (ITP 
315) 

Government and 
civil society: Ending 
violence against 
women and girls 

8,290,000  

CSOs: The 
Police & 
Kvina till 
Kvina 

01.10.2017 
30.06.2026 

24 

Kvinna till Kvinna EU 
accession and Women´s 
Rights Western Balkans 
2020–2026 

Government and 
civil society: 
Women’s rights 
organisations and 
movements 

1.350,000 Kvinna till 
Kvinna 

30.11.2020 
30.03.2027 

25 
CRPM 2022-2026 
(Gender Budget Watchdog 
Network (GBWN) 

Women’s rights 
organisations and 
movements, and 
government 
institutions 

2,280,000 CRPM 14.12.2022 
25.05.2027 

26 Improved public integrity – 
IDM 

Government and 
civil society: Anti-
corruption 
organisations and 
institutions 

4,120,000 IDM 22.12.2021 
23.06.2025 
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No Project Sector 
Financial 

Contribution 
(SEK) 

Implementin
g Partner(s) Timeframe 

27 Core Support to BIRN 
Albania 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 
participation and 
civil society 

 5,900,000 CSO: BIRN 11.11.2020 
01.09.2026 

28 
We Effect 2023-2025 CSO-
strategy 
 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 
participation and 
civil society 

2,540,000  CSOs: We 
Effect 

06.03.2023 
31.12.2026 

29 
We Effect 2018-2022 CSO-
strategy 
 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 
participation and 
civil society 

12,080,000 CSOs (We 
Effect) 

01.01.2018 
30.09.2025 
 

30 

BCSDN Regional Civil 
Society Development Hub 
2023-27 (Balkan Civil 
Society Development 
Network) 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 
participation and 
civil society 

3,000,000 BCSDN 30.06.2023 
31.12.2027 

31 Bankwatch Western Balkans 
2024-2027 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 
participation and 
civil society 

3,700,000 CSOs: 
Bankwatch 

08.12.2023 
30.06.2028 

32 ERRC Roma rights 2022-
2027 

Government and 
civil society: Human 
rights 1,470,000 

European 
Roma Rights 
Centre 
(ERRC) 

22.12.2021 
30.06.2028 

33 
Support to Population and 
Housing Census 
 

Population 
policies/programmes 
and reproductive 
health 

16,200,000 INSTAT 16.07.2021 
30.06.2025 

34 SANE27 Albania phase 2 
General 
environmental 
protection 

26,500,000  01.05.2021 
30.06.2026 

35 Household source separation, 
national model 

Water supply and 
sanitation 15,700,000 

MoTE 
Brooks 
Hannas & 
Partners d.o.o 

01.01.2021 
31.12.2025 

36 OECD: Just transition in the 
Western Balkans 

Energy generation, 
distribution and 
efficiency 

4,090,000 
OECD 
Development 
Centre 

01.12.2022 
31.12.2026 

37 
RESEAL - Resilience 
Strengthening in Albania 
(RESEAL) /UNDP 

Other multisector 
20,000,000 UNDP 01.11.2020 

31.12.2025 

38 EBRD Youth in Business in 
Western Balkans 

Industry 
5,100,000  27.11.2020 

30.09.2027 

39 
Local Economic 
Development Albania – 
CNVP 

Agriculture / 
Forestry 29,000,000 

Connecting 
Natural Values 
and People 
(CNVP)  

01.10.2020 
30.04.2026 

40 
Olof Palme International 
Center 2020-2024 
 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 

701,300 CSOs 30.03.2020 
31.10.2025 
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No Project Sector 
Financial 

Contribution 
(SEK) 

Implementin
g Partner(s) Timeframe 

participation and 
civil society 

41 CoE- Competences for 
Democratic Culture 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 
participation and 
civil society 

24,867,500 Council of 
Europe 

01.12.2019 
28.02.2027 

42 EU for Nature 
General 
environmental 
protection 

22,500,000 UNDP 16.12.2022 
30.12.2028 

43 Support Ministry of 
Environment Albania 

Environmental 
protection: 
Environmental 
policy and 
administrative 
management 

20,300,000  
Ministry of 
Tourism and 
Environment 

03.02.2020 
07.01.2025 

44 Chemicals management 
Albania 

General 
environmental 
protection: 
Environmental 
policy and 
administrative 
management 

9,000,000 

MTE/ 
Swedish 
Chemicals 
Agency 

01.02.2019 
31.03.2026 

45 
Developing Strategies for 
National Chemicals 
Management 

General 
environmental 
protection: 
Environmental 
policy and 
administrative 
management 

4,550,000 
Swedish 
Chemicals 
Agency 

01.11.2017 
30.06.2025 

46 

IUCN Western Balkans: 
ADAPT 2.0: Nature-based 
Solutions for Resilient 
Communities in the Western 
Balkans" (2019-2024). 

General 
environmental 
protection: 
Environmental 
policy and 
administrative 
management 

1,060,000  01.09.2024 
28.02.2029 

47 

IUCN Nature-based 
Solutions for Resilient 
Communities in the Western 
Balkans 

Disaster Risk 
Reduction 900,000  01.11.2019 

30.06.2025 

48 
UNICEF & SwEPA: 
Improved air quality in the 
Western Balkans 

General 
environmental 
protection:  

4,380,000 UNICEF 21.07.2022 
28.02.2028 

49 
Support to Water Resources 
Management in Albania 
(WRMA) – AMBU 

Water supply and 
sanitation 19,700,000 AMBU 01.05.2019 

15.09.2025 

50 

Planning water and 
wastewater for EU-
negotiations (AKUK 2019-
2024) 

Water supply and 
sanitation 21,235,200 AKUK 01.07.2019 

30.06.2025 

51 

ArtNexus Programme – by 
the Swedish Arts Grants 
Committee - Capacity 
development 

Other social 
infrastructure: 
Culture 10,550,000  01.07.2021 

31.12.2025 
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No Project Sector 
Financial 

Contribution 
(SEK) 

Implementin
g Partner(s) Timeframe 

52               Bilateral police cooperation 
Sweden and Albania 

 Government and 
civil society  15 015 000 

Swedish 
Police 
Authority 

10-03-2025 
09-03-2028 

53       
Bilateral cooperation Civil 
Protection Agencies: Sweden 
and Albania 

Other multisector  
11 000 000 

Swedish Civil 
Protection 
Agency  

01-10-2025 
30-09-2028 

Source: https://openaid.se/contributions?year=2024&recipient=AL & SASPAC donor database 2025 
 

COMPLETED PROJECTS 
 

No Project Sector 
Financial 

Contributio
n (SEK) 

Implementing 
Partner(s) Timeframe 

1 
Support to Territorial 
Administrative Reform STAR 
3 

Government and 
civil society: 
Decentralisation & 
Local Government 

5,000,000 UNDP 02.03.2020 
30.11.2024 

2 Open Data Albania – AIS 
Government and 
civil society 4,400,000 CSO:AIS 01.01.2021 

31.10.2024 

3 Cooperation Co-PLAN 
Environmental CSOs 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 
participation and 
civil society 

12,400,000 CSO: Co-PLAN 15.12.2020 
30.09.2024 

4 
Cooperation with Albanian 
Helsinki Committee 
 

Government and 
civil society: 
Human rights 

2,609,500 CSO: Helsinki 
Committee 

16.12.2021 
30.09.2024 

5 Heritage for People - Phase II - 
Albania 2020-2023 

Other social 
infrastructure 16,110,000  01.12.2020 

30.11.2024 

6 EBRD Women in Business: 
WB 

Small and 
medium–sized 
enterprises (SME) 
development 

680,000   01.05.2014 
30.06.2024 

7 
Statistical Regional 
Cooperation Western Balkans 
2019-2023 

Statistical capacity 
building 444,970  

01.03.2019 
31.03.2024 
 

8 Innovation led economic 
empowerment 

Industry: Small and 
medium–sized 
enterprises (SME) 
development 

 2,972,940  01.10.2018 
30.09.2024 

9 Access to justice in labour 
disputes ILO 

Government and 
civil society: Legal 
and judicial 
development 

11 300 000  30.08.2019 
31.05.2024 

10 UN joint programme Ending 
Violence against Women 

Government and 
civil society 32,407,871 UNWomen 15.01.2018 

31.12.2023 

11 UN SDG Acceleration Fund- 
Earthquake Recovery 

Other social 
infrastructure 20,868,000 UNDP 30.09.2020 

31.12.2023 

12 Regional Civil Society 
Development Hub (BCSDN) 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 
participation and 
civil society 

840,000   01.09.2019 
31.12.2023 

https://openaid.se/contributions?year=2024&recipient=AL
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No Project Sector 
Financial 

Contributio
n (SEK) 

Implementing 
Partner(s) Timeframe 

13 Building Property Tax/ Fiscal 
Cadastre system 

Government and 
civil society 32,060,003 The Swedish 

Tax Agency 
28.02.2018 
31.12.2023 

14 
Community Policing in 
Albania (Phase 2) 
 

Government and 
civil society: Police 41,442,077 Albanian State 

Police 
30.11.2016 
31.12.2023 

15 
Police and Civil Society 
support 
 

Government and 
civil society: Police 23,542,159 

 
Albanian State 
Police 

01.06.2012 
31.03.2016 

16 Palme Center Programme in 
Albania 2019-2022 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 
participation and 
civil society 

21,449,645 CSOs (Olof 
Palme) 

30.01.2019 
30.09.2023 

17 Support to AWEN 2019-2022 
 

Government and 
civil society: 
Women’s Rights 

15,965,264 CSOs (AWEN) 31.01.2019 
30.09.2023 

18 Assessment and mapping of 
PAR assistance in Albania 

Government and 
civil society: Public 
sector policy and 
administrative 
management 

 680,447  16.01.2023 
01.07.2023 

19 
WWF, Protected Areas for 
Nature and People II, 2019-
2022 

General 
environmental 
protection 

1,050,000   01.10.2019 
30.06.2023 

20 
Monitoring and advisory 
services Gender and 
environment 2020-23 

General 
environmental 
protection: 
Environmental 
policy and 
administrative 
management 

605,790  

03.02.2020 
31.05.2023 
 
 

21 Former Security files archive 
 

Government and 
civil society 10 000 000  06.06.2019 

31.05.2023 

22 Support to BIRN Albania 

Government and 
civil society: 
Democratic 
participation and 
civil society 

3,710,000  12.03.2018 
18.01.2022 

23 EU for Innovation – Phase I 
Banking and 
financial services  

Partners Albania 
for Change and 
Development 

01.12.2018 
31.12.2022 

24 Juvenile Justice 4-agencies 
cooperation 

Government and 
civil society 34,532,782 Police Authority 01.07.2017 

31.12.2022 

25 IPS phase 2 
 

Public 
administration and 
civil society 

30,397,696 
 World Bank 01.05.2012 

31.03.2022 

26 
Swedish Environmental 
Protection Agency, support for 
EU negotiations 

Environmental 
protection 15,449,400 

 

Swedish 
Environmental 
Protection 
Agency 

1.12.2017 
30.09.2021 
 

27 WB Environment Services 
Project ES 

General 
environmental 
protection 

 87,741,056 World Bank 30.06.2014 
31.05.2022 
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No Project Sector 
Financial 

Contributio
n (SEK) 

Implementing 
Partner(s) Timeframe 

28 WB Water Resources and 
Irrigation Project (WRIP) 

Water supply and 
sanitation 34,994,203 World Bank 01.12.2012 

31.03.2022 

29 
Monitoring and advisory 
services in water and natural 
resources 2020-22 Albania 

Water supply and 
sanitation  783,438  02.03.2020 

31.12.2023 

30 Natural resource management 
Forestry 

34,454,195 World Bank 01.08.2005 
28.05.2012 

31 
Forestry for Local Economic 
Development 2014-2018 
CNVP 

Forestry 
42,080,000 CNVP 

Foundation 

01.08.2014 
31.12.2019 
 

32 

One UN Albania – on support 
via the One UN Coherence 
Fund for the UN-Albania 
cooperation programme 2012-
2016 (Programme of 
Cooperation, PoC). 

Public 
administration and 
civil society 44,900,000 UNDP 

01.12.2011 
31.08.2018 
 

33 Statistics Albania 2018-2020 
Statistics 

 16,479,758 
INSTAT/SCB 
Statistics 
Sweden 

01.01.2018 
30.06.2022 

34 Statistics Albania 2010-2014 
 

Statistics 
8,204,7572 

INSTAT/SCB 
Statistics 
Sweden 

01.05.2010 
28.03.2015 

35 Statistics Albania 2005-08 
Statistics 

20,946,800 
INSTAT/SCB 
Statistics 
Sweden 

01.01.2006 
28.06.2010 

36 
COVID-19 ILO COVID 
Support to Women Faison 
Industry 

Business and other 
services 4,955,767 ILO 16.09.2020 

15.09.2021 

37 UN SDG Acceleration Fund- 
Earthquake Recovery 

Other social 
infrastructure 20,868,000 UNDP 30.09.2020 

31.12.2023 

38 Heritage for People (PHASE 
II) 

Culture 

16,102,120 

CHWB 
(Cultural 
Heritage without 
Borders 
Albania) 

01.12.2020 
30.11.2024 

39 Heritage for People initiative  

Culture 

 

CHWB 
(Cultural 
Heritage without 
Borders 
Albania) 

2016-2020 

40 Leadership program SAYP 
 

Higher Education 
1,148,043 Malmo 

University 
01.01.2020 
31.12.2020 

41 
WB Land Management 2009-
2014 
 

Urban development 
and management 19,089,809 World Bank 

01.04.2006 
28.02.2015 
 

42 Hospital equipment 
maintenance 

Health 
19,819,573  01.01.2005 

28.08.2008 

43 
Woman to Woman Albania 
08-11 
 

Public 
administration and 
civil society/ 
Women’s Rights 
Organizations 

19,157,796 CSOs 

01.01.2007 
28.06.2012 
 
 

Source: https://openaid.se/contributions?year=2024&recipient=AL & SASPAC donor database 2025 
 

https://openaid.se/contributions?year=2024&recipient=AL
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

Embassy of Sweden in Tirana 
Rr. Pjeter Budi, No. 56, Tirana, Albania 
�� Tel: +355 4 238 0982 
� www.swedenabroad.se/en/embassies/albania-tirana 
������� Email: ambassaden.tirana@gov.se 
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