UK-Albania Joint Declaration: advancing bilateral collaboration on our shared

priorities

Introduction

The Government of the United Kingdom and the Council of Ministers of the Republic
of Albania reaffirm our shared ambition to deepen and strengthen our strategic bilateral
relationship. Building on our Joint Communique of 2022, our governments have jointly
decided on the following as a basis for reinvigorated and deepened cooperation across
the bilateral relationship, including on global cooperation; defence and security;
geostrategic infrastructure; growing our economies; rule of law and justice cooperation;
mobility and migration; and people-to-people links.

The UK and Albania are staunch NATO Allies and work closely together to promote
international peace and security, particularly by holding Russia to account for its illegal
invasion of Ukraine.

Albania is a candidate for EU membership and a key contributor to regional stability in
the Western Balkans.

As European neighbours, we acknowledge the importance of working together to
address pan-European issues and shared challenges, including through the European
Political Community (EPC).

The enduring friendship between the UK and Albania is rooted in shared values and a
joint commitment to democracy, multilateralism, and an international order based upon
international law.

This Strategic Partnership reflects our governments’ strong ties and shared interests
and outlines a forward-looking agenda to deepen collaboration across all sectors.

Global Cooperation

We will strengthen our joint response to global challenges, including disinformation,
malign influence, and geopolitical instability, helping Ukraine resist Russia’s illegal
invasion.

Together with allies, we will work to bolster the resilience of Euro-Atlantic institutions
against current and future threats.

We will work together across multilateral bodies, including those under the UN
umbrella, and other similar scientific and cultural organisations.

We will continue to address global issues, including migration and regional border
security, through platforms such as the Berlin Process.

Defence and Security

The UK and Albania will deepen their bilateral defence partnership and collaboration
within NATO and other multilateral fora.

The UK will support Albania’s defence capability development and investment,
including through British industry expertise.

We will enhance cooperation on cyber security and explore new opportunities for joint
initiatives with key institutions.



Both countries recognise Albania’s progress in defence reforms and affirm support for
continued modernisation aligned with NATO standards.

Geostrateqic Infrastructure

The UK and Albania recognise the strategic importance of the Western Balkans for
European stability.

We will explore opportunities for UK Export Finance to support key Albanian-led
infrastructure projects, such as the Durres-Pristina Railway and the Skavica
hydropower plant.

We will continue to promote Corridor VIII as a vital strategic and economic route for
NATO and the wider region.

Growing Our Economies

The UK and Albania will strengthen economic ties and promote investment, innovation,
and sustainable development.

Building on our 2021 Partnership, Trade and Cooperation Agreement, we will continue
to promote bilateral trade and support inclusive growth.

Albania welcomes UK investment in key sectors including sustainable tourism,
healthcare, renewable energy, agriculture, and technology.

We will foster opportunities for collaboration between Albanian and UK businesses,
encouraging joint ventures, knowledge exchange, and market access.

We will explore future partnerships for start-ups, particularly in the fields of Information
Technology development and digital skills.

Rule of Law and Justice Cooperation

We will sustain our combined efforts to support work underway in Albania to combat
corruption, strengthen integrity, and build accountable and effective institutions across
the justice system. We welcome the significant progress in establishing independent,
transparent, and professional law enforcement and judicial structures, and will support
continued momentum.

We commit to strengthening judicial partnerships and deepening our existing
programme of educational and professional exchanges between British and Albanian
judges, prosecutors, and justice officials.

We reaffirm our joint resolve to support the strengthening of key pillars of Albania’s
justice architecture, including the High Inspector of Justice, the courts, and the
prosecutorial system - notably the Special Anti-Corruption Structure (SPAK).

We reiterate our full commitment to the continued implementation of the UK-Albania
Prisoner Transfer Agreement.

Building on the agreed deliverables of the December 2024 inaugural “Dialogue on
Serious & Organized Crime” we will continue to deepen our cooperation in the fight
against serious and organised crime, recognising the transnational nature of these
threats. This includes greater action against narcotics trafficking, illicit financial flows
and in-region corruption.



Migration

We are committed to the implementation of our shared international commitments and
will work together to find innovative solutions to challenges such as migration
management, people smuggling and human trafficking, and border security.

We commit to enhancing our cooperation to detect, investigate and prosecute criminals
who facilitate the smuggling of third country nationals. We will strengthen our law
enforcement cooperation and working with partners in the Western Balkans region,
including building on the cooperation established through the Joint Migration
Taskforce.

We acknowledge the importance of close cooperation in addressing the challenges
posed by organised immigration crime and the illicit financial flows that can contribute
to broader criminal networks impacting both our countries.

We will continue to work together to support our shared obligations under the Council
of Europe Convention on Action Against Trafficking.

We emphasize the importance of fair, transparent and consistent approaches of
international mobility as a cornerstone of mutual trust and as a means to support
legitimate travel, business and educational exchange.

People-to-People

The UK and Albania will deepen people-to-people links through expanded educational,
cultural, and tourism cooperation.

We will support growth of creative industries and vibrant cultural development.
Education remains a key pillar: through the British Council, various other British
educational establishments and the Albanian Ministry of Education, we will work to
bring international recognition through British qualifications and building skills for the
future.

Chevening Scholarships, Cyber Security Fellowships, and the Women in STEM and
CybHER programmes will provide access to UK education for Albanian students,
particularly women and girls. Through a combination of the British Council’'s Women
in STEM scholarships programme and CybHER programme, the UK will continue to
champion education and digital skills for women and girls in Albania, contributing to
reform and development of critical sectors in the STEM field.

This declaration between the Governments of the United Kingdom and Albania does not give
rise to any rights or obligations nor create any legally binding agreements under domestic or
international law, nor does it preclude the identification of future areas of cooperation to be
agreed upon by the Governments.

Signed in ................... , ON i, , in two originals, in English
language.
For the Council of Ministers of the For the Government of the

Republic of Albania United Kingdom
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